
HAVE YOURSELVES 
A MERRY LITTLE 
CHRISTMAS! 

Festive fun in the Four Shires 
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WINTER WHITES 

Create a fabulous winter 
wonderland in your home 

BANBURY’S * 
REMEMBRANCE 
t>AY PARADE 

Marking the 100th anniversary 
of the end of World War One 


THE MOST SPLENDID 
Of TREES 

^Christmas ‘decs' at their best 
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REPRESENTING THE BEST OF THE HEART OF ENGLAND FOR OVER TWENTY YEARS 
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WILLIAM POWELL 
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The Region’s Largest Selection of 
Quality Country Clothing and Footwear 




Welcome to our Showroom! 

Close to Morrisons & Slurp 

* Beautifully appointed and fully air-conditioned 

* Friendly, knowledgeable team 

- Easy access and free parking 

* Click and Collect service available 

■ Wide range of sizes (e.g. up to 4XL / 54" Chest) 

- Dogs welcome 

OPEN: Monday - Saturday 09:00 - 17:30 
Tramway, Banbury, OX 16 5TD 
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Your Local Stockist of Premier Country Brands 
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John Field 


Call 01295 701701 or visit wpowell.uk/shop 










































from the 

Editor 


We/come to the latest /ssue of Four Shires. 

1 Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat , ptease put a penny in the old man s hat. If you 
haven't got a penny a ha'penny wltt do, if you haven't got a ha'penny, then God bless youV 

Christmas will be wonderful this time, 

I have to admit that over the past few years I was becoming a bit of a scrooge and Christmas, 
dare I say it, was becoming a little stale. 

Not this year. 

This Christmas we will throw ourselves into the festivities and enjoy every tinsel twinkling, 
bauble busting moment. I will enjoy the advent calendars, both at home and at work. 1 may 
even invest in a calendar with little chocolates behind each window. Christmas cards will be 
purchased supporting our favourite charities, there will be carol singing, church services and 
nativity plays. Our real Christmas freewill be dressed in the best tradition and my favourite 
decoration (a little robin) will find a sturdy perch from where he will be able to enjoy the open 
fire with the Christmas log burning throughout the twelve days of Christmas. 

On Christmas Eve, we wilt open Christmas Eve presents and a glass of port (or sherry) and a 
mince pie will be left out for Santa to enjoy - and of course, there should be a carrot or two 
for Rudolph. Christmas stockings will hang over the mantelpiece and miraculously, on the day 
itself, one will find a tin of condensed milk, a chocolate and a real orange secreted inside. 

Christmas Day will start with a fancy breakfast - croissants, salmon and perhaps a glass of 
Bucks fizz. Everyone will then help with the preparations for the Christmas feast - be it goose, 
turkey, fish, lamb, beef or duck. There will be pigs in blankets, bread sauce, brussets sprouts, 
Yorkshire puddings and roast potatoes. Home-made game pie will feature in the feast as will a 
tasty roulade, prepared by our daughter - and this will be the best treat of all. 

A glass or two of wine may be consumed, Matusalem sherry will feature prominently and a 
cigar will be smoked. 

Presents will be opened following the Queen’s speech, religiously observed by some in our 
household. The dogs will enjoy their gifts, although famously, it’s the wrapping paper that will 
provide the most entertainment for them. 

There will be phone calls made to family and Christmas greetings exchanged with tipsy goodwill! 

Following a Christmas walk, a nap will be enjoyed by myself and then in the evening a little 
sandwich might be consumed - perhaps with a slice or two of well matured Cheddar and a 
pickled walnut. 

The Christmas film will be enjoyed, as will the carol service from Coventry cathedral. 

As the evening draws on, playing cards will be produced and there will be oohs and aahs 
uttered as mizaires, solos and an abundance or two are made. 

In the early hours the festivities will draw to a close and the wonderful celebration will have 
been enjoyed by all. 

There will be some who are not lucky enough to have family to celebrate with at Christmas 
- spare a thought for them. It is right to contribute to their welfare and some of our family 
members have, In the past, spent their Christmas looking after the homeless. 

Merry Christmas! 


JEREMY WILTON 

cover: festive ‘decs' at Upton House 
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WHAT'S JMS1DE 



f A CHRISTMAS IN THE FOUR SHIRES: 
rime's up/ Christmas is here and 
we must start to consider what 
Christmas is aff abouf - family , friends, 
excited children and the gift of giving - 
whether it's a special gift for a loved one or 
simply your time to help where it's needed .. 







YOUR LETTERS: Your chance to air your 
views or send us your photos and 
comments. 


AROUND THE SHIRES: Local news and 
reports from around the wintery Four 
Shires r counties. 


A A BOOKS: A preview of a super new book 
| / | about Tooley's Boatyard, and Christine 
* " ^ Bridger reviews her favourite books for us. 

OUT AND ABOUT: There's lots to do and 
see in the four Shires this month. Here 
is our pick of the bunch. 

f-vi — arts AND ANTIQUES: Valuable 

J ^jewellery that almost made It to the 
£—\^J car boot sale! 


A REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE: 

~*\ f | Hundreds of people lined the streets 
vj f as part of Banbury's parade. 

s~\ THE BIG RED BOX: Maggie Chaplin 
re ^ ec ^ 5 on history and demise of 
VV\-/ the British phone box. 


EDUCATION: Education news and 
events from schools around the Four 
Shires, 


ANIMAL ANTICS: A recent scarecrow 
hunt took over the village of 
Woodford Halse. 


we wish 
you oil a 
very merry 
Christmas 


|- t FOOD AND DRINK: What to do 

l^v / with the Christmas leftovers and a 
w / glorious food review of a local pub. 


GARDENS AND COUNTRY: 

Plan ahead for your 
beautiful spring garden. 


HOMES AND INTERIORS: Winter whites 
and Scandinavian style, all perfect for 
a Christmas theme in your home. 

THEATRE: Talking with the dirty 
dancers about how it feels to be in 
the iconic show, 


THE BIG PICTURE: Local 
photographer wins Britain's Best 
Rural View competition, 

LOOKING BACK: A wonderful 

selection of photographs from the 
1960s, Who do you recognise? 

BUSINESS: Local independent 
business celebrates 30 years and we 
talk to Banbury Samaritans/ director. 








1 \ 



■Tk«- 


test 


r Jf <xU 



CVvt-ls 


S (XTO 


UVvA 


tr«- e 


is 


tue JEREMY WILTON 

Editor 


fe o. 01295 709999 

r es cl^ •«■ copy@fourshires.co.uk 

^ el U F lVV 

4 .B 


*r*1T 


** 




cK ° 


kV.eX 


* 


\ 


Burton Dassett Hiils r 


KATE WILTON 

Accounts and 



MAGGIE 

CHAPLIN 

Feature 

Writer 

BRUCE COX 
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four Shires Magazine. All fights 
reserved. Reproduction or 
^transmission in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
strictly prohibited. Four Shires 
magazine welcomes unsolicited 
-manuscripts and photographs 
J and every effort will be made 
. to return them safely, although 
this cannot be fully guaranteed. 
The views of the contributors 



Subscriptions 

01295 273138 
kate@fourshires.co.uk 


CATHY BLACK 

Editorial and 
Social Media 

01295 273138 
cathy@fourshires.co.uk 

GAIL SEWARI 

Senior Advertising 
Executive 

07842 108590 
gail@fourshires.co.uk 


SHARON 

MAPLETHORPE 

Advertising Executive 

07510 274791 
sharon@fourshires.co.uk 


CAROLINE JAMES 

Designer 

01295 258570 
fourshires@ 
media-lfibe.com 


are not necessarily those of the 
publishers. ISSN 1473-0472 




i 


m ** fr 



ON SALE AT INDEPENDENT 
RETAILERS AND PREMIER 
RETAIL OUTLETS ACROSS THE 
FOUR SHIRES INCLUDING: 



Four Shires 
Borough House 
Marlborough Road 
Banbury 
Oxfordshire 
0X16 5TH 

Telephone: 01295 273138 
Advertising: 01295 709999 

www.fourshires.co.uk 

copy@fourshires.co.uk 
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LETTERS 





Dog was pleased 
to hear that his pals 
who worked tirelessly 
as 'War Dogs r have 
been remembered 
at the World War One 
ceremony in London 
recently. 

Nine year old Isla 
Gardner (pictured above 
right) of Cropredy School 
was chosen to recite her 
poem Jobs of War Dogs' at 
the annual Animals in War 
Memorial event. She won the chance through a 'Dogs 
Trust' competition. 

We are proud to print her poem below: 


Hey guys l r m a sheepdog called Mog, 

And I'm a comfort dog r 
I make the soldiers feel better, 

In any weather, 

Hi I'm a beagle called Belle I'm a scout dog r 
I have an amazing sense of smell, 

I can smell yards away, 

I don't bark I just raise my hackle and stay, 

Woof I'm a lurcher called McCreadie, 
and fm a messenger dog I'm super speedy, 

At delivering notes to the wounded and needy, 

Hello I'm a border collie called Jack, 

And l carry a medical kit on my back, 

I help injured soldiers recover from nasty injuries at war, 

To make them less sore. 


DRAWING FIRE; Tho dM&y lectory poured after the bombing raid in mo 


Dear Foui Shires 


In response to your Pictures from the Past feature In the 
November Issue of the magazine: The bridge picture 
with the crane is the Bod!cote Flyover. 

The Souiham Road Bridge was the old Ironstone 
Rail Bridge constructed In 1917 to serve the Wroxton 
Ironstone Works until they closed In 1967 and the track 
which connected with the mainline at Cropredy was 
then taken up. It was situated Just the Banbury side of 
Alcan. 


During the last war what was then called the Northern 
Aluminium Company hod to be camouflaged as it 
was important in supplying aluminium for aeroplanes. 
This is rather ironic as much of the equipment was of 
German origin fitted by German engineers! 


□ EDDINGTON PICTURES 

With regard to the photos 
of Deddington and the 
Midland Bank that featured 
In the October issue of the 
magazine. 

I lived in Deddington during 
1930-1954 at one point living 
in Market Place, The only 
building 1 remember as a 
bank was In the house of Mr Harry Wells known as (Tickey) 
who owned a drapers shop just behind the town hall and 
lived next door. There was a plaque on the stonework by 
the front door. 

Regarding Otters restaurant, 
previous lo this it was a junk/ 
antiques shop and even 
earlier it was a grocer s 
shop called Tuckers Stores. 

The house you refer to as 
Midland bank was lived 
in by Mr Boon who was 
manager of Tuckers Stores. 

Regards l Don Walker 


To draw German bombers away a dummy factory 
was built between Great Bourton and Mollington 
with a short length of railway track and some wagons 
alongside so as to replicate the real factory. The 
decoy factory was bombed but the real factory 
survived intact. 

Here we reproduce an extract from a piece written by 
Brian Cannon regarding the 'Dummy Ally' 

The entrance to the'Dummy Ally' had pillars with finiats 
and associated buildings to replicate the real factory. 
It even had a length of railway track with wagons so 
as to appear from air to be the real factory which 
had the Wroxton Ironstone branch line alongside. Men 
were employed on the decoy site, keeping fires going, 
emitting black smoke to fool the German bombers. 
They also made use of the buildings keeping pigs and 
chickens for the company directors. 

Lord Haw Haw (William Joyce) in his 'Germany Calling' 
propaganda broadcasts on the radio said they knew 
where the real factory was, as they could see the 
White Horse on Hardwick Hill. However, the real factory 
never was bombed but the decoy was... 

Many thanks to Brian Cannon of Great Bourton for 
sharing this with us. 
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RUNNERS COMPLETE 
THE MILTON KEYNES 
J MORUNS p 


YOU SHOULD BE SO LUCKY... AT NOCTURNE! 

The Nocturne Live concert series, which returns to 
Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire next June, has confirmed 
pop superstar Kyfie Mtnogue as headliner for the closing 
night on Sunday 23rd, The chart topping Australian singer 
will perform hits from across her back catalogue, as well 
as music from latest album, 2018 J s country tinged Golden, 
Support will come from multi million selling Sophie E/l/s- 
Bextor, whose new album The Song Diaries will be 
released In January. 

www, nocturneiive.com 


Hundreds of runners turned 
up at Campbell Park 
recentJy to take on the 
Milton Keynes 1.5k, 5k and 
10k MoRuns', in a bid to 
raise awareness and funds 
for men’s health. 

Many took part wearing 
fancy dress and donning 
moustaches to show their 
support for the Movembe? 
Foundation, the only 
charily tackling men's 
health on a global scale. 

MONEY TO IMPROVE 
ROADS 

County councils 
around the Four Shires 
will be getting nearly 
£20m extra to improve 
roads this winter The 
government Is giving 
£7,4m to Oxfordshire, 

£5.7m to Warwickshire 
and £6,8m to 
Northamptonshire. 



HAVE A GO DAY GIVES 
TASTER OF LEISURE 
CENTRE ACTIVITIES 

A special open day aimed 
at the over-55s and those 
with a disability has been 
voted a success. 

The Have a Go event at the 
Wlndrush Leisure Centre In 
Witney highlighted a wide 
range of activities such 
as boxercise, pickleball, 
movement to music and 
wheelchair dance with 
prospective new members 
allowed to sample as many 
as they liked. 



The Rotary Club of Banbury 
were ouf In force last month 
planting crocus corms 
around Banbury. These w/fl 
be ready to start blooming 
nexf spring as part of the 
‘End Polio Now campaign , 


CHRISTMAS CARE 
HOME CONCERTS 

Voices Across 
Time will be 
journeying through 
the counties 
to perform live 
interactive music 
sessions inspired by 
the most famous 
carols, songs and stories of Christmas at Banburyshire 
care homes! I hey still have availability to visit some more 
care homes this month, so if you are interested, see www. 
vote esa cross time . com 

JOIN BANBURY'S MARIE CURIE FUNDRAISING 
GROUP 

Residents of 
Banbury and 
surrounding 
areas are 
invited 
to join 
Banbury's 
Marie Curie 
Fundraising 
group, to 
help raise 

vital funds for the local Oxfordshire at-home nursing 
service to help people with a terminal Illness, 

If you have a few hours spare every few weeks please 
contact Holly Care: ho1ly.carey@mariecurie.org.uk 
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From 3rd-8th December Shipston Home Nursing will be 
selling Designer new and second hand clothes, accessories 
and homewares kindly donated by supporters of the 
Charity, The sale will be taking place at 10 High Street, 
Shipston (previously The Stour gallery). 


BANBURY CROSS PLAYERS AUDITIONS FOR BRAWLERS 


RUSH HALF HOUR 
CONCERT 


Presto Music Shop In Leamington will be holding a 'Rush 
Half Hour Concert' on the 6th December at 6.30pm. It will 
be the first performance in Leamington of Czerny ‘Piano 
Quartet in C Minor and 'Grand Quartet - Opus 148. 


WHEELCHAIR 

DANCERS 


Members of the 
West Oxfordshire 
Wheelchair Dance 
Group won nine 
medals at last 
month's UK Para 
Dance national 
championships 
which took place 
in London. Between them the dancers collected five 
gold medals, three silvers and one bronze. 


PHAB AWARD 

A Banbury volunteer who 
has selflessly donated 
his time to charitable 
organisations for almost 
50 years was recognised 
recently at a House of 
Lords reception, receiving the Paul Hope Award. 

Barry Bryant-KobU, 69, began his work with community 
groups some 47 years ago and has spent the majority of 
that time with Banbury's People Have Abilities group known 
as Phab. 

• i ■ I, ■ J > ■ J L J I | fa .1 fa .fa ■ * fi fa B lid fad fad fad, fa d fa d. a I d fa B fad fad fadfadfad ad-fid, fa I d fa fi fa fi fa J fad fad fa I fi,faBAdd.d fad fad fad fadfa 

DESIGNER CLOTHES SALE 


Open auditions for Banbury Cross Player's 2019 production 
of James Cawood s breath-taking thriller Death Kne/f will 
be held at The Mill Arts Centre on 6th December at 7.30pm 
and all are welcome! Actors should be prepared for 
physically demanding fight scenes and use of weapons. 
Previous stage combat experience not essential as training 
will be given. If you would like further details please email 
contactus@banburycrossplayers.oig.uk. Performance dates 
are 1st - 4th May 2019, 



NEW SWIMMING POOL IN 
BRACKLEY 

People have been enjoying 
the new swimming pool 
and multi-million pound 
revamp at Brackley Leisure 
Centre after It opened last 
month. 

Along with the swimming 
pool, the revamp also 
Includes a learner pool and 
a 110 station fitness room, 
which was opened earlier 
in the year. 



HIRE FIRM SUPPORTS 
SOCCER FUTURE 


A Banbury company 
has agreed to extend its 
sponsorship of the town's 
football club. 

Banbury Planl and Skip Hire 
are now sponsoring the 
shirts for Banbury United's 
youth section. 

The firm already sponsor 
the club's stadium and first 
team home shirts. 



Brackley Antique Cellar 

not just another antique centre... 


Visit our new look & Tearoom 


We have 200 independent antique dealers. 

We also do interiors 


Bespo ke kite h e ns * I ighti n g * u ph o I ster y 
■gifts* kichenware and much more 


Open 7 days a week i0am-5pni 
Drayman’s W idk, Brackley, Norihante NX 13 6BE 
Hiviv.bi^dde\ , antiqiiecellar.co. t ik 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE. 


AROUND THE SHIRES 


o Festive worm welcome Gracewell 


awaits af Gracewell 


H EALTHCARE 


Located in the beautiful village of 
Adderbury, Gracewell of Adderbury Is 
dedicated to delivering high-quality 
nursing, residential and dementia 
care to its residents, each and every 
day. 

Part of what makes the home so 
special is the personalised care and 
focus on residents' individual needs 
and desires, fostering a vibrant living 
environment in which residents can 
express interests and socialise with 
others. The high standard of care 
delivered reflects the hard-work and 
commitment of the dedicated team 



at the home, from the chefs and 
house-keeping, right the way through 
to the care and nursing teams. 

As the festive season fast 
approaches, the home are inviting 
the local community to become 
a 'Resident for a Day' - inviting 
members of the local community 
to come along to the home for a 
complimentary lunch, meet the team 
and residents and experience a 
typical day in the home. 

Adding to the festive fun, the home 
will have a wide range of activities 
throughout the festive period, 
including those which are aimed 
at tackling loneliness amongst the 
elderly. These special events will bring 
together the local community, and 
those looking for companionship this 
Christmas. 

At the heart of Gracewelfs 
ethos is the desire to enhance 
people's quality of life and ensure 
happiness and fulfilment for all. 



and this commitment extends 
from the home's exceptional care 
for residents, right through to its 
ongoing support for local causes 
and championing community 
togetherness. 

To book your place as a 'Resident for 
a Day' at Gracewell of Adderbury or 
to find out more about their festive 
activities please call 01295 235153, 




For more details please call 01295 235153 
or email adderbury.haa@gracewelLco.uk 

Gracewell of Adderbury, 

Gardner Way, Adderbury, Banbury 0X17 3FW 


carehome.co.uk 

CoiTHrt at time of arint 


100% of a II Gracewell inspected homes have 
been rated 'Good' or 'Outstanding' by CQC 


GracewellAdderbury.co.uk 


Come and join us as a Resident for a Day 


Residential, Nursing 
& Dementia Care 


At Gracewell of Adderbury, each resident is provided 
and cared for with his or her individual needs in mind. 

* A choice of en-suite rooms beautifully designed to 
provide first-class living 

* Catch up with friends and family in our bright and airy bistro 

* Wheelchair-friendly sensory garden 

* Enjoy the latest films and sporting events in our luxurious 
cinema 

* A professional hair and beauty salon 


24 May 201B 
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kitchens and bathrooms 


Overthorpe Road, Banbury, 0X16 4TB 
T: 01295 222 316 wwwJohnnicholls.co.uk 






























AROUND THE SHIRES 


POP ART IN PRINT AT BANBURY 
MUSEUM'S PYE GALLERY 

Banbury Museum s Pye Gallery will re¬ 
open this month after being closed 
for refurbishment. The refurbishment 
now means that the local gallery 
will be able to offer a chance for 
the people of Banbury and the 
surrounding shires to see national 
exhibitions locally. 

'Pop Art. in Print', the gallery's 
inaugural exhibition will be 
welcomed to the new space this 
month. This is a touring exhibition 
from the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London. 



It will be launched on the 1st 
December with a 'Pop-Tastic 1 day for 
all the family. 

As well as exploring the stunning new 
spaces and experiencing world class 
art, there will be a range of creative 
activities for you and your family to 
get ' hands-on' with. 

From party poppers to coasters and 
cartoon strips, these 1960s themed 
activities will delight and inspire. 

There will also be a fabulous face 
painter and talented musicians, who 
wilt help create a really special day 
to celebrate the launch of Banbury r s 
new-look museum. 

The event Is free of charge. 

Museum Director Simon Townsend 
commented: "Our a/m wilh Ihe Pye 
Gallery was fo create a larger space 
to enable us lo display a greafer 
range of larger exhibitions, those 
that meet the government indemnity 
standard. The new gallery will draw 
from large , national galleries such 
as fhe Tate and fhe National. There 
will also foe scope for more local 
exh/M/om." 

He continues, "ifl/e hope to exhibit 



three main exhibitions a year. t/Ye 
wou/d Me to make Banbury a 
cultural hub. Forthcoming exh/b/ffons 
Include, from the V&A f op Art in 
Printthen British Life Photography* 
and then possibly an 'Alcan* 
exhibition *. 

Tickets for 'Pop Art in Print' can be 
bought on the day. 

Fnd out more about the exhibition at 
www.banburymuseum.org 



Exhibition organised by the Victoria and Albert Museum. London 


Exhibition sponsored by 


1 DECEMBER 2018 - 3 MARCH 2019 


THIS EXHIBITION SHOWCASES WORK BY ICONIC ARTISTS OF THE 60S AND 70S ALONGSIDE CONTEMPORARY 
ARTISTS INFLUENCED BY THE MODERN AGE S MOST IMPORTANT ART MOVEMENT. 

TICKETS: ADULT IS/ CONCESSIONS £4 / CHILD £3 / FAMILY £14 / WWW.BANBURYMIiSEUM.ORG 
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Beauty & Function 

Style and Quality Without Compromise 


See, feel, test & select your new furniture at our Banbury showrooms 



AMBIER 


lifcstvle furniture collections 
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Visit our famous Banbury showrooms and choose quality furniture and beds from : 
Collins & Hayes, G Plan, Parker Knoll, Willis Gambier, Alstons, Sherborne, 
Celebrity, Stressiess, Himolla, Tetrad, Stag, Hypnos, Seafy, Mammoth, Etc... 


Furniture for every room f expert advice & over 25 years of trusted service. 


QpemngTimes 


Monday - Saturday 
$:oo am - 5:25 pm 
Sunday 
10 am - 4 pm 


'Bennetts 

FAMILY FURNISHINGS 


Warwick Road 
Banbury 
OX16 2AB 
Tel: 01295 253220 

www. bennettsfurniture. co. uk 



Exceptional brands. Exceptional value. Exceptional service 
























































































































































































BOOKS 



quirks and causes 
including: interior design 
pub toilets; beer, both 
real and crafty; wine 


£12.99 

www.pubmamfesto 

camra.org.uk 


JACK'S MISS IMG 
MOSQUITO 


INTO THE JUMGLE 

Into the Jung/e by 
Katherine Rundell has been 
written as a precursor to 
The Jung/e Book. Rundell 
tells us about the early lives 
of Bagheera and Shere 
Khan and the other familiar 
characters. We learn about 
wha! happened to them 
and what brought them 
together in The Jungfe 
Book. Beautifully Illustrated 
by Kristjana S Williams. 
£16.99 


LlWt IEM 


EVEREST 

Everest by Sangma Francis 
Is for children from about 
six years up to early teens. 
A fact filled book 
about the 
history of 


Sti ?l ies for Metimli .* 

. * 
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HOUS 1 

o/ G L A S 


BLOWING THE BLOODY 
DOORS OFF 

Stowing the Bloody Doors 
Off and Other lessons in 
Life by Michael Caine... 
Who wouldn't love a 
book with that title? Now 
aged 85 Michael Caine 
has written his memoirs. 
There are many stories of 
life in front of the camera 
and this book is full of 
funny observations, £20 


BOOKS 


some of the expeditions to 
climb the mountain along 
with folklore and natural 
history. Illustrated by Lisk 
Feng. £14.99 

HOUSE OF GLASS 

Susan Fletcher's latest book, 
House of Glass is set In the 
hot summer immediately 
prior to the outbreak of WWI 
Clara Waterfield, a young 
woman in fragile health, 
is employed by a wealthy 
man In Gloucestershire who 
wants her to populate his 


specially built greenhouse 
with the plants that she 
worked with at Kew 
Gardens. Once Clara 
arrives and Is befriended 
by the housekeeper and 
two maids it becomes clear 
that something in the house 
is seriously awry. The owner 
is never in residence, there 
are noises and footsteps 
at night and the friendly 
housekeeper does seem 
slightly overwrought! This is 
a very satisfying read with 
a clever twist, i loved it. 
£16.99 

BENEATH THE SKIN 

Beneath the Skin: Great 
Writers on the Body . 

Fifteen writers each write 
about the body, part 
popular medicine and part 
personal experience this 
is an absorbing voyage 
through the landscape of 
our bodies. £12.99 
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HOW THE WORLD THINKS 

How the World Thinks: A 
Gtobaf History of Philosophy 
by Julian Bagginl. One 
of the great unexplained 
wonders of human history 
is that written philosophy 
flowered entirely separately 
in China, India and Ancient 
Greece at more or less the 
same time. These early 


philosophies have had a 
profound impact on the 
development of distinctive 
cultures in different parts 
of the world. Bagginl also 
looks at the differences 
between east and west and 
different religions. £20 

BIRD COTTAGE 

A fictionalised account of 
real events, Bird Cottage 
by Eve Meijer, Is a very 
unusual book. It tells the 
story of a young woman, 
tired of city life, who settles 
in a cottage in Sussex and 
studies garden birds up 
close. So up close in fact 
that they live in the house 
with her. She makes an 
amateur study that Is more 
comprehensive than any 
previously done. Meijer 
weaves an appealing and 
compelling story around the 
woman's relationship with 
the natural world. £12.99 


Great books for 
Christmas, selected 
by Christine Bridger of 
Old Hall Bookshop in 

Brackley 
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orging Ahead 


hese stunning pictures come from a 
new book about the famous Tooley's 
Boatyard in Banbury. 



1 1 Rosamund the Fair 
Banbury Canal Day, 
courtesy of tee Banbury 
Guardian 

2: Herbert Tooley, 
courtesy of tee Oxford 
History Trust 

3: George Tooley 
looking at Clara's 
engine (Herbert in the 
back), courtesy of tee 
Oxford History Trust 



Forging Ahead offers a brand new look at 
the fascinating history of Tooley's Boatyard in 
Banbury. 

The unique, working yard has been in 
existence since the arrival of the Oxford 
Canal in the North Oxfordshire market town in 
1778. 

Matthew Amnttage has been the director of 
the site for the past 16 years. His very personal 
account of the yard's past is brought right 
up to date with a distinctive insight into how 
age old practices stilt prevail and thrive to this 
day. 

Including a wealth of photographs, articles, 
Illustrations and anecdotes about the Tooley's 
themselves: Matthew's Insight into this much 
loved jewel in Banbury's crown will entertain 
and inform anyone with an interest in the 
history of the canals and inland waterways. 

All the money from the sale of this book will 
support the boatyard and its projects. 

Priced af just FI R99 or £20 for two , "Forging 
Ahead' is available from the boatyard , on the 
website, www.tooleysboatyard.co.uk, as welt 
as aii good book shops and amazon. # 
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4: The Oxford 
Canal at Banbury, 
an aerial view, 
courtesy of the 
Canal and River 
Trust 

5: Dukes Cut Lock 
near Oxford, by 
Mart Armifage 

6: The Forge, 2018, 
by Matt Armitage 




7: Joe Skinner with Dolly the Mule, courtesy of the Canai and 
River Trust 

8: Joe launching the Dancing Duck which was built at Tooiey's 
Boatyard, image by Rosie Burke 

9: Matt in the Forge, courtesy of the Banbury Guardian 

10: Canal Day, by MartArmrtage 

11: A canal under construction in the late 19th century, exact 
date unknown, from Too/ey s coffecrton 
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out and about 


voices. £21 to include 
mince pies and mulled 
wine, 

www, da ve town se nd m u s re. 
com/fhe-me/fsfock-band 


SCARLET NIGHTS; I'M 
DREAMING OF A SCARLET 
CHRISTMAS 


The MHI Arts Centre, 
Banbury 0X16 5G£, 7th 
December, 8pm 

im dreaming of a 
Scarlet Christmas is a 
stocking filled with the 
best Sur/esque Chrtsfrrras 
Cra c k ers a n d Jin g ie 
'Belles' to feast your 
J mince pies' onl This show 
features some of the best 
award winning burlesque 
artists in the business, 
tickets from £15. 


www. f b emiIt art sc en f re .co.uk 


ARMONICO CONSORT'S 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS! 


Sf Mark's Church Rugby 
Road, Leamington Spa 
CV32 6DL , 74th December, 
7.30pm 

The renowned choir 
Armonico Consort and 
its Warwick and Coventry 
AC Academy 
Children's 
Chotrs will 
present 


BURFORD JAZZ PRESENTS: 
CATHERINE SYKES 


Warwick Halt, Church 
Green, Burford 0X18 4RY, 
7th December, 8pm-10pm 

A very fine quartet to 
support a superb jazz 
vocalist who presents 
some of the best loved 
Peggy Lee hits with a 
touch of festivity! This is 
the Burford Jazz Christmas 
special - a candle lit 
evening with top class 
live jazz, a reasonably 
priced bar, a super 
friendly welcome and 
complimentary mince pies! 
Pre-order tickets online 
to avoid disappointment! 
£ 12 . 


in to @pa ufjefferies.com 


COMICS' CLUB WITH 
NEILL CAMERON 

The Story Museum, 
Pembroke Street, Oxford 
0X1 IBP, 1st December, 
llam-12.30pm 

A chance for children 
to develop their comic- 
making skills and share 
ideas with like minded 
enthusiasts. Awesome 
comic artist Neill Cameron 
will be on hand to offer 
helpful advice and tips. 
Attend one session or 
become a monthly regular. 
£7, Email boxoffice® 
storymuseum.org.uk 

FESTIVE WREATH 
WORKSHOP 

Canons Ashby Natrona/ 
Trust, near Daverrfry NN11 
3SD, 4th December, 10am- 
12pm 

Nothing says ‘Christmas is 
here' quite like a wreath 
on your front door. Spend a 
few hours with the talented 
flower team who will help 
you craft your own festive 
wreath using greenery from 
the grounds of Canons 
Ashby. Includes a hot drink 
to keep you going whilst 
you're perfecting your 


creation. Wrap up warm 
as the workshop will take 
place in a marquee. Also 
bring gardening gloves and 
secateurs if you have them. 
If not, there will be a smali 
number to borrow. 

www. na fiona /frost, org. uk 


THE MELLSTOCK BAND 

Lord Leycester Hospital, 
High Street, Warwick f CV34 
4BH, 5lh December, 7.30pm 

Christmas music In the 
English tradition, from 
carols to revels and 
from alehouse to church 
gallery, performed on 
concertina, clarinet, 
oboe, fiddle, 
serpent and 
The Mellstock 
Band's 
inimitable 
blend of 
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an atmospheric and fun 
evening of carols to start 
your family's Christmas 
celebrations! There will be 
a guest narrator and a few 
surprises too. £9,5G/£7.50. 

www.warwickdc.gav.uk/ 

royaispacentre 

OXFORD CHRISTMAS 
MARKET 

Broad Street, Oxford 0X7 
3AS , 7th-22th December , 
70am 

Enjoy the sound of choirs 
singing Christmas carols 
and market traders 
offering unusual and 
handmade gifts. Colourful 
decorations brighten the 



wooden stalls and the 
aroma of mulled wine 
and cinnamon Is in the air 
Take a trip to the Oxford 
Christmas Market for a 
truly magical Christmas 
experience. 

STILL IN MOTION 

Photography workshop 
at The Old Fire Station , 40 
George Street, Oxford 0X7 
2AQ, 3th December , 2 pm- 
4pm 

Hugh Pryor is a visual 
artist who originally 
trained In animation. His 
work Includes drawing, 
installation, performance 
art and photography. 


He will be demonstrating 
some of his techniques 
used to create the 
photographs In his 
; Theatre Gallery space 
exhibition at the Old Fire 
Station, SftH in Motion . 

No previous experience 
; required. £8. Email tickets© 
: oldflrestation.org.uk 



COGGES CHRISTMAS 
MARKET 


Cogges Manor Farm t 
Church Lane r 1/l/rfney 0X28 
SLA , 8th-9th December , 
10am-4pm 

The Christmas market, heid 
; in the wheat and barley 
barn, will have over 60 
stalls from local businesses, 
: crafters and makers 
. offering hand made gifts, 


rural crafts, festive decor, 
and local produce. £2 
entry to farm and grounds, 
manor house and market 
in the barns, £1, children, 
or free for season ticket 
holders. 

m a rk e t in g @c o gg es, org . uk 



CHRISTMAS IN CHIPPY 

H/gh Streef, Chipping 
Norton 0X7 SAD, 9!h 
December, T2pm- 6pm 

Explore Chipping Norton's 
wonderful high street >>> 



Pre-owned sales: 01372 383950 | New homes sales: 01788 21 1799 | 
The Polo Field, Lime Tree Village, Dunchurch, Warwickshire, CV22 7SA 

www.limetreevillage.co.yk _ 

* either charges apply and IcdSei are subject to an assignmerit fee. Please ask for details. 


Survd uni; l'. . : 
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Living at Lim.3 l T&6 

means I have 
a better social life than 
my grandchildren! 


Everyone assumes that retirement means a slow, 
dormant life on the couch, but this is not the case 
at Lime Tree Village, Discover how our unique 
retirement lifestyle could enhance the years ahead 
for you or the older generation in your family. 

Lime Tree Village, the area's finest private 
retirement village, has a range of properties 
available, with its own resident exclusive clubhouse 
and facilities. Prices from £235,000*. 


Call to 

arrange your 

village tour 
or request a free copy 
of our village magazine 

01372 383950 


RETIREMENT 

VILLAGES 
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shops and Christmas 
market, with over 70 stalls, 
selling local arts, crafts 
and foodie gifts, Including 
the Cotswold Distillery and 
Alex James Cheese. Email 
Chrlstmasinchippy@gma3l. 
com 



CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

St Mary's Church I Old 
Square , Warwick CV34 4RA , 
until 9th December 

All the trees featured in 
this festival are individually 
decorated by the 
community and local 
businesses. The featured 


offer is an opportunity 
to celebrate the spirit of 
Christmas and be inspired 
by local people and 
organisations. Visitors can 
vote for their favourite 
Christmas tree and be 
entered In the prize draw. 
There will be craft stalls 
and St Mary's gift shop wilt 
also be open. 

www . s t rr? a ryswa r wt c k. org. u k 

WARWICK SANTA DASH 

My ton Hospice, Warwick, 
9th December 

This year the dash runs 
over a brand new route, 
starting and finishing at 
Warwick Myton Hospice, 
the 5km run takes you 
around St, Nicholas 
Park. Your registration 
fee includes a Santa suit 
for you to keep after 
the event! Children are 
welcome to participate in 
a free 50m dash as well, 

www. mytonhosplce. org 


Relationship 


Breakdown 


We offer clear legal 
advice and real 
solutions 








Patrick Mulcare 
E pmulcare@se-law.co,uk 
T 01295 204000 

www.sedaw.co.uk 


spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 


BANBURY BRACKLEY BICESTER BUCKINGHAM 



SANTAS ON THE RUN 

Around Oxford, staffing 
from Broad Street , Oxford 
GX7 3BB, 9fh December , 
9am 

Santas on the Run will be 
raising money for Helen 
and Douglas House, Kick 
start the countdown to 
Christmas by joining 2,000 
Santas of all ages on this 
great festive family fun run 
or walk. The route is 3.5k 
through the iconic streets 
of Oxford and funds rasied 
will help local, terminally 
III children. Wheelchair 
and buggy friendly. 

Adults £20, Children £12, 
Family E60. Email hsmart® 
helenanddouglas.org.uk 



WARWICK AND 
KENILWORTH CHORAL 
SOCIETY 

Sf. Nicholas Church, 
Warwick CV34 4BJ, 10th 
December, 7.30pm 

The Warwick and 
Kenilworth Choral Society 
will perform Handel s 
Messiah . Tickets are El3 
(£12 concessions, £5 
students, £2 under 16) 
available from Warwick 
Books or call 01926 491316 
in advance (also available 
on the door). 

www.wkcs.org.uk 



RAMBLERS WALK 

Saunderton, Hearing Dogs 
for the Deaf Car Park , 
Saunderton, near Princes 
Risborough HP27 9NS, 17th 
December, 70am 

This 4.5 mile walk with two 
hills is taken at a leisurely 
pace and will visit both 
sides of the Chiltern valley. 
It will cover woods and 
open views and there wil 
be no stiles to negotiate. 
Parking is permitted on the 
assumption that walkers 
using the excellent Hearing 
Dogs for Deaf People 
: charity caf£ at end. The 
cafd is dog-friendly. 

Call 01844 213467. 

CHRISTMAS: PUT ON A 
PLAY IN A WEEK 

d'Overbroecks School, The 
Swan, 711-773 Banbury 
Road , Banbury OX2 6JX, 

77fh-27sf December , IGam- 
4pm 

Creation Theatre s first ever 
winter week-long workshop 
will be held this Christmas. 

: This is your chance to enjoy 
turning classic stories into 
plays. The cost is £170 with 
sibling and extra discounts 
: available To book a place 
please email boxoffice® 
creationtheatre.co.uk 
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SJNG CHRISTMAS 

MefhodJst Church, High 
Street Witney 0X28 6HG , 
74fh December, 7,30 pm- 
9.30pm 

Join Brize Singers and their 
guests, Oxford Harmony, 
for a Celebration of 
Christmas with J Sing 
Christmas', an evening 
of Christmas carols and 
songs. Adults £6: Children 
£2. Email juandrob@idoud. 
com 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 

St Mary s Church, Old 
Square , Warwick CV34 4RA , 
20th December, 7.30pm 

An annual Christmas 
celebration with traditional 
and new carols and 
candlelit warmth. The 



perfect way to begin your 
Christmas? 

www, armonico.org. ufc 

CAROLS AT WARWICK 
CASTLE 

Warwick CV34 4BJ, 22nd 
December , 6.45pm 

Set against the 
magnificence of the 
Castle r s East Gate, this 
carol singing event, led 
by the choir of St Mary's 
and Royal Spa Brass, has 
a wonderful atmosphere. 
There will also be a variety 
of stalls offering mince 
pies, baked potatoes, 
sausage rolls and warm 
drinks including mulled 
wine. 



Tickets £6.50 for adults and 
£2 for children. All money 
raised by the event goes 
to local charities and 
towards good causes. 

www.warwick-castle,com 


THE WORST WITCH 

Royal and Derngate 
Theatre, Northampton, 
various times, unff/ 30fh 
December 

The Worst Witch Is the 
story of an ordinary girl 
who finds herself In an 
extraordinary place: a 
school for witches. Now 


In her final year, 
accident prone 
Mildred Hubble is about 
to embark on her biggest 
adventure yet, leaving 
behind a trail of mayhem 
that could threaten the 
whole world. 


www. roya landderngate. 
co.uk. 



National 

Trust 


Travel back in time 
this Christmas at 
Chastleton House 



5at <£ Sun 24-25 Nov f 1-2 Dec £ 

8-9 Dec r 1 1am-3pm (Last entry 2.45pm) 

Experience the house dressed for a traditional 
Victorian Ybletide, 

Standard admission applies. 

NT members free. 

Call 01608 674981 for details 
V is! t w w w. nationaltruse.org. u k/cha s 11 eton- house 

Photo © National Trud images/Peter Greenwav 

Ihe National Trust is an independent registered chantv, number 2U5-S46 



Enjoy magical winter walks, browse our gilt and garden 
shops and treat yourself to a home-baked lunch 
or afternoon tea in our cafe. A perfect day out for alO 
the family - Including the dog! 


Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 
on our Christmas events 


ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Moreton tn Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB 
Tel: 01386 701441 

Email: arboretum® bat5fordfoundatian.co.uk i l M\ 

www.batsarb.co.uk 
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Truly a care home 
with a difference ... 

What difference does it make 
when a nursing home has been 
rated outstanding in all five 
inspection areas by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC)? 

The difference is having complete 
peace of mind. It is also having 
complete confidence. You know you 
or your loved ones are staying in a 
place where every aspect of care is, 
quite simply, outstanding. 

For some, the idea of moving into 
a care home is full of worrying 
feelings. The loss of independence, 
the moving away from familiar 
surroundings, perhaps the concern 
of losing contact with friends and 
family — all may combine to create 
a fear of taking a step into the 
unknown. It doesn’t have to be like 
that. 


Outstanding in every 
area ... 

A CQC inspection rating of 
outstanding in every area helps to 
allay all these fears, because you 
know an independent, rigorous 
procedure has checked every aspect 
of care for you, and found it to be 
outstanding in all respects. There are 
no unknown qualities to the care, it 
is all of the highest standard. 

Our spacious, purpose built 
environment, central yet rural 
location and most importantly, 24 
hour attention from qualified nursing 
and care staff assure you of the best 
possible experience. 

At Gods well Park your stay will be 
like visiting a plush hotel, with as 
much or as little involvement from 
our staff as you wish. We provide 
die discreet and sensitive support, 
security, respect and dignity that is 
everyone’s right should the time come 
to move into a care environment. 


Confidence and 
complete care ... 

Each of our staff members is 
dedicated to enhancing the quality 
of life of our residents, whether it be 
providing the nursing and personal 
care that is individually tailored to 
each resident’s needs, ensuring the 
building is kept spodcssly clean, 
offering a spectacular menu at 
mealtimes or maintaining our eight 
acres of grounds where residents and 
their friends can enjoy a walk in a 
delightful setting. 

Many care homes may say diese 
words, but Godswell Park has a 
proven track record amongst the 
18,000 care homes registered with the 
CQC in England to deliver care and 
service in each of these areas to such 
high standards. 


For further information , to request a brochure or to arrange a visit please contact us on 01295 724000 

or by email to info@godswellpark.co. uk 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Email: info@godswellpark.co.uk 

GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, 
BLQXHAM, OXFORDSHIRE OX15 4ES 

















GODSWELL PARK 

Godswell Park is the first standalone general nursing 
home solely for older people in England out of the 
18,000 registered with the CQC to achieve a score of 
outstanding in all five inspection areas. 


Care Quality Commission Rating*** 


Is the service safe? 

Is the service effective? 
Is the service caring? 

Is the service responsive? 
Is the service well-led? 


“The service was exceptionally safe . ” 

“The service was highly effective , ” 

“The service was exceedingly caring • ” 
“The service was exceptionally responsive * 
“The service was extremely well-led * ” 


OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 

OUTSTANDING 


“The environment was clean, beautijully decorated and had 
stunning, well-kept and accessible gardens. There was a tranquil, 
warm and welcoming atmosphere throughout . We saw that people 
were relaxed and staff demonstrated an exceptionally caring 

attitude . 


Peoples needs were met by staff that had the right competencies, 
knowledge, qualifications, skills, experience, attitudes and 
behaviour We saw all staff at the home demonstrated kindness, 

respect, compassion and dignity. ” 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 


Do you have 
undiscovered 

treasure? 


W hat started out as 
a regular house 
calE for J S Fine 
Art, turned into a truly 
exceptional visit for one of 
their clients. 

When recently called to a 
local house the team from 
the Cofefieid Saleroom 
were asked to do a walk 
around valuation and 
also to value a few pieces 
of furniture, china and 
artworks that the client had 
decided were now surplus 
to requirements. 

After spending some time 
going though ceramics, art 


downsfa/rs foi/ef cupboard 
ready for the car boot“ 

The bag was retrieved and 
the contents spilled out 
on to the kitchen table. 
Glinting in the middle of the 
mixed costume jewellery 
Jodie spotted a stunning 
Victorian old cut diamond 
starburst brooch. 

The client was very happy 
to consign the entire 
collection having thought 
it to be merely odds and 
ends of costume jewellery 
destined for the 50 pence 
section of a car boot sale. 


and furniture J S Fine Art 
was informed that that 
was everything, and 
subsequently a variety 
of items were booked In 
for the next sale. 

As the valuers were 
about to depart, 
however, Jodie the 
teams ever vigilant 
jewellery specialist 
asked if there was 
possibly any jewellery 
that may need valuing. 
The client replied: "Oh f 
have some pieces in the 




Once back at the 
office and having 
sorted through the 
plastic bag of jewellery 
a further gold peanut, 
a Tibetan gold 
locket containing a 
water colour portrait 
miniature and 
various other pieces 
of jewellery were 
found. These were 
promptly catalogued 
and entered into the 
jewellery section of the 
next sale. 



The few lots that were 
catalogued from this bag 
of 11 bits and bobs" realised 
a hammer total of nearly 
£4000, almost doubling 
their estimate. Needless to 
say, the client was elated! 

J S Fine Art Is open every 


Monday 9.30am-4,30pm to 
offer free valuations. 

They are also happy 
to make house calls if 
required. 

Call 01295 272488, or email 
enquiries@jsfineort.co.uk # 



Cote field salerooms, 
Oxford road 
Bodicote. OX154AQ 


dnffiCTiren iS_. r i/i l rjvr.'. 


“The Christmas sale 
December 8 ,h 


Public auction 800 lots 


Silver X J t n filer\ T 

hint Jit. PuiiUm”* X saiF 
V\ ines X Spirits. 

Small 1 urnUtuim* 

Antique toys 

Oriental I cenunt 
Ktijzs and tWpcis 


t to hies 


-Telephone *01295 272488 
Em ail ^enqii i n e s @j sfineart coyk 

Consignments for our January Auction invited 
Contact our Valuations team tor a free no obligation appraisal 

wvvw.jsfineart co Lik 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 


the Qfty bit 


with BARRY WHITEHOUSE of THE ARTERY 

Parson's Street , Banbury 
www.thearteryonline.co.uk 



MAY YOUR PAINTS BE 
MERRY AND BRIGHT: 
GETTING THE RIGHT GIFT 
FOR AN ARTY FRIEND 

Are you wondering what to 
buy your artistic friend this 
festive season? If so it can 
be tricky to know just what 
to buy for an artist as most 
will have particular styles 
and products they work 
with. 

In order to make sure you 
are getting them something 
they can truly use try asking 
them subtle questions about 
their work like 'Oh that's 
such a lovely painting, 
what have you used to 
paint it?', or 'I really love 
how that looks, is that on 
a canvas?- 1 Most creative 
people love to talk about 
their work, and your interest 
will hopefully not just look 
tike you ore digging to find 
what art supplies they use 



so you can buy them some 
for Christmas! If you want 
if to be a surprise though, 
but really don't know what 
they use or work with, then 
the safest bet is always a 
gift voucher from your local 
art shop. This way you know 
they will be able to get 
exactly what they want. 

If the person you are buying 
for is relatively new to art, 
then why not treat them 
and buy an art class, or short 
art course for them to go to? 
It r s a great way for them to 
meet like-minded people, 
and to try new things that 
they may not have thought 
about. 
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ART SURGERY 

Pa/nf Your Own Snow Scene: 
Bam Owl in Flight 

This lovely little painting is 
perfect for this time of year. 
Why not give it a go'r 5 

You Will Need: 

• Watercolour Paper (Cold 
Pressed surface, 3GGgsm) 

• Watercolour Paints: yellow 
ochre, burnt sienna, and 
ultramarine 

• Rock Sait (or dishwasher 
salt) 

• Brushes: a large wash 
brush, a mid-sized round, 
and a liner or rigger brush for 
detail. 

• A biro Jid (Bic works best) 

• A pencil 

• Masking fluid 



Step One: Tape down and 
secure your paper onto 
a board so that it doesn't 
bend or 'cockle' when the 
water is added. 

Draw out the land line, 
and your barn owl In flight. 
Make sure not to have 
him too centralised In the 
picture. Cover the outline of 
the owl with masking fluid, 
along with larger parts of 


the feathers. When dry, use 
the large wash brush to wet 
the whole of the painting, 
taking care to go up to and 
around, but not over the 
owl, and missing out wetting 
the land area. Make sure 
you use quite a lot of water. 



Step Two: Mix together 
ultramarine, yellow ochre, 
and burnt sienna in a very 
loose mixture so that there 
are parts of each colour still 
visible, and drop it randomly 
onto the wet background 
area. Watch it spread and 
move. Add more colour 
and tints until you are pleased 
with the coverage and tones, 
the background still needs 
to be wet and cannot be 
allowed to dry at this stage. 

Once it turns from a glossy 
look, to a satin look (hold 
it up to the light to check), 
sprinkle the salt all over it. Try 
to get all areas with a least 
a small sprinkling. Leave the 
salt in place, and try not to 
touch it. 

Step Three: Use the biro lid 
and flick up from the ground 
into the damp painted 
background. The curve of 
the biro lid clip will scratch 
into the paint, leaving 
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while or pale grey grasses 
and twigs. This is known as 
sgraffito. 



Step Four: While you have 
been creating the grass 
and twigs, the background 
will have been slowly drying 
out. The salt granules will 
have absorbed some of 
the wet paint, and left a 
fuzzy snowflake looking area 
under each one. Don't 
brush the salt away untit the 
background is completely 
dry, and there is no moisture 
around the salt granules. 
Avoid using a hairdryer to 
speed this up, as it will only 
move the wet salt across 
the paper and cause a 
'dragging' effect. 



Step Five: Leave the masking 
fluid on the owl and paint 
a soft (dilute) yellow ochre 
wash over the whole body, 
wings and head. Remember 
that watercolours dry one 
third lighter than the colour 
you have painted,, so allow 
for this. When dry, add a mix 
of yellow ochre and burnt 
sienna with a fine brush 
to start adding tone and 
shading to the owl. 



Step Six: Mix up some burnt 
sienna and ultramarine to 
make dark browns and 
greys to add more detail 
to the owl You can also 
use this mixture to create 
shadows and texture in the 
snowy land using the round 
brush on its side with hardly 
any water. As you drag the 
brush across the paper, 
it will hit and miss areas, 
this is known as 'dry brush' 
technique. 

Mix darker, blacker tone 
with more ultramarine with 
the burnt sienna to give 
you details of the eyes, and 
darker areas around the 
face, bone areas of the 
wing, and claws. Allow to 
dry thoroughly. 

Step Seven: Rub or peel 
the masking fluid off. A 
soft rubber such as a putty 
eraser works well. Use a 
damp brush to soften the 
creamy owl colour Into the 
area where the masking 
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fluid was, but be carefuf 
to leave a fine edge of 
the white paper showing, to 
indicate a highlight on the 
bird. 




Step Fight: Using burnt 
sienna and yellow ochre, 


use the rigger brush to paint 
thin lines to indicate each 
feather shape on the wings. 
Add a few flicks of grass here 
and there in amongst the 
snow. 

Step Nine: Use the dark mixes 
of ultramarine and burnt 
sienna to add a little more 
shading to the owl. 




All things bright 
and beautiful... 


Have you considered the value of your Art, 
Antiques or Jewellery? Why not come along to 
one of our salerooms for a free valuation? 


all am s 

1788 


OXFORD: 01865 241358 

Please call for an appointment 


ABINGDON: 01235 462840 

Please call for an appointment 


CHELTENHAM: 01242 235712 BURFORD: 01993 822666 

Please call for an appointment every Friday 9,30am - 12,30pm 


www.malams.co.uk 
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When hearing matters... 

call 01295 255131 



FREE HEARING 
CONSULTATIONS ft 

FREE 

HOME VISITS 

FULLY 

INDEPENDENT 

alt brands 
of hearing aids 
available 

EXTENSIVE 
RANGE 

from basic 
to premium 

* / 
-■£ 

COMPLETE ffi 
AFTERCARE 
SERVICE 

MICRO-SUCTION 

EARWAX M 
REMOVAL 

CLINICS IN 
BANBURY K 
& WITNEY B 


Keith Donaghy o 

hearing car iLAAAAAA/\M 


Sound Hearing Lid 

VVWVYAAA 


www.soundhearing.co.uk 




APPROVED 


Ui Langdale Gate. Witney 0X28 DtLY 
8 White Lion Walk, Banbury OXi5 5UD 

Ud hea ri ngc a re @gmai I. com 


hcpc 


registered 


rtrwAW.hcpc-tik.org 



around fhe qalleries 



VISUALISE, INSPIRATION, 
STITCH, EXPRESSION 

Wei ford Village Hall, 

8th-9th December , 70 am- 
5pm (above) 

An exhibition of the latest 
textiles and mixed media 
work created by the ISE 
(inspiration for Stitch and 
Expression) textile group 
of 15 artists. The group 
aims to promote creativity 
combined with rigorous 
discipline. 

The group meets monthly 
in Welford Village Hail, 
Northamptonshire. 

Visitors will be able to 
purchase artworks, fashion 
accessories, gifts, inspiration 
packs and cards. For more 
information go to www. 
facebook.com/ISEtextiles. 

THE FLOATING WORLD 

Leamington Spa Art Gallery 
and Museum, Royal 
Leamington Spa, until 
March 2019 (right) 

The museum collection 
contains 25 Japanese 
woodblock prints: this 
Spotlight display will 
showcase a selection of 
these delicate prints which 
include imagery of popular 
subjects throughout the 
18th and early 19th century. 


The prints convey 
an idea of daily 
life and the history 
of Korea, some 
showing Individual 
courtesans or 
scenes In the 
Yoshiware pleasure 
quarter of Edo (now 
Tokyo), depicting 
elaborate hairstyles 
and kimonos. 

Others illustrate 
actors or scenes 
from Kabuki 
plays. Due to their 
sensitivity to light 
and damage 
to several of the 
works it means that this 
collection con be difficult 
to show in the main art 
gallery. This Spotlight is a 
rare opportunity to view a 
selection of the beautiful 
works in a temporary 
display, 

www, Warwick dc.gov. uk/ 
royalpumprooms 



ENID MARX AND THE 
BRITISH FOLK ART 
COLLECTION 

Compton Verney 
CV35 9HZ ( Until 16th 
December s nam-5pm 
(above right) 

This collaboration of 
Coventry University sees 
six artists producing work 
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six artists 
celebrate 


in response to Compton 
Vern ey' s Mo rx- La m be rt 
collection of popular art. 
Artists' Jill Journeaux and 
Jonathan Waller were the 
first to respond, with Andrea 
Hannon, Lisa Hannon, 
(Collette Super and Jane 
Bolt joining later in the year, 
focusing on Marx: Stories 
and Popular Tales and Marx 
and the Domestic Meaning 




FIVE CENTURIES OF 
CHRISTMAS 

Canons Ashby National 
Trust, near Daventry NN 7 7 
3SD, 8fh-76fh December , 

7 7 am-3pm (above) 

Immerse yourself in five 
centuries of Christmas, 
from earthy Tudor treats 
to familiar 20th century 
traditions. Enjoy the 
decorations, feast your eyes 
on food from the past, and 
at the weekends you can 
meet Father Christmas as 
he checks that everything is 
ready for the big day. 

www.na tionat trust, org.uk 

GUIDING STARS 

Sarah Wiseman Gallery , 
40-4 7 South Parade, 
Summerfown Oxford 0X2 
7JL, Until 37sf December 
ffop right) 

This is an exhibition of smaller 
scale artworks that have 


a special appeal, 
drawing the eye and 
capturing hearts. The 
British based artists' 
work, include award 
winning children's 
illustrator Catherine 
Rayner the highly 
sought after painter 
Sarah Spackman and 
acclaimed printmakers 
Angie Lewin and Flora 
McLachtan. The exhibition 
will also include sculpture, 
ceramics, Jewellery and 
other craft. 

www, wisegai. c om 

PAINT, BRUSH AND SPIRIT 

The Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh House, 82 
Derogate , Northampton 
NN1 1UH (above rights 

Keith Jansz, a mouth artist, 
who has held numerous 
solo exhibitions all over the 
world, enjoys exploring 
the sensations of light in 
his paintings. From the 
sparkling reflective sunlight 
at the beach to the unique 
atmospheric light in Venice 
and the long shadows of 
winter light on snow. He also 
paints the human figure in 
pastel or oil. Like his heroes 
the Jmpressfonrsfs, Keith 
revels In the challenge of 
painting l en plein air' to 
capture the most authentic 



effect, completing his 
paintings in the studio. 

www. 78dernga te.org.uk 



OPEN IB 

Rugby Art Gallery and 
Museum, Liff/e Elborow 
Street , Rugby CV27 3BZ S 17th 
December - 7 2th January 
2079 (above) 

The Rugby Open Exhibition 

brings together a range of 
high quality contemporary 
art from emerging and 
established artists in the 
region. All of the work in 
the Rugby Open T 8 is for 
sale, which means that the 
exhibition offers an excellent 
opportunity to invest in high 
quality art at affordable 
prices. 

www.ragm.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS TOY SOX 

Bucks County Museum, 
Church Sfreef, Aylesbury 
HP20 2QP, 75fb December - 
T9fh January (above right) 

This family favourite 
exhibition is back again with 
lots of toys to remember 



from childhood. Dinky, Sindy 
and LEGO ore just some of 
the famous names on show, 
together with Chad Valley 
and Pelham Puppets. A 
great exhibition for all the 
family with toys and games 
to play with. 

www. buckscounty museum, 
org 



PENNY WOOLCOCK: 
FANTASTIC CITIES 

Modem Arf Oxford , 30 
Pembroke Sfreef, Oxford 
OXT 7BP (above) 

The first major art exhibition 
by artist and director Penny 
Woolcock. Penny began 
her artistic practice In 
Oxford in the 1970s and is 
widely celebrated for her 
creatively incisive approach 
to exploring issues of social 
inequality. As well as 
bringing together pivotal 
works from the artist's career, 
there will be three new 
moving-image commissions, 
including When the Same 
Road is a Different Road 
(2018), a dynamic new film 
installation that presents the 
startlingly different responses 
of two narratives, the artist 
and a young gang member, 
on a short walk through the 
same city streets. 

Note: This exhibition contains 
strong Language and accounts 
of criminality and may be 
unsuitable for children and 
upsetting to some visitors. 

www. m odernartoxford . org, uk 
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at the annual 
camera club 
exhibition 


top: Between Two 
Fires, by Chris Baldwin 

below: Little Owl - with 
attitude, by Barry Boswell 

below right: Southwold 
Beach Hut, by Andrew 
Spackman 
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>>> 


main image: Ten 
Tulips, by Roy Thole 

below: Out To 
Pasture, by Neil 
Meredith 


Banbury Camera Club held their 15th 
annual photographic exhibition at 
the Hesettine Gallery at Chenderit 
School, Middleton Cheney recently. 

This year s exhibition included 120 
framed and mounted prints on 
display, the majority of which were 
for sale, with, for the 13th consecutive 
year, Katharine House Hospice 
benefiting from each purchase. 


Club Chair Charles Binns said: "1 am 
delighted to be part of such a friendly 
and talented club, whose members 
produce such a range of excellent 
photography, it is a privilege to 
be able to exhibit our work in such a 
superb gallery and we are pleased 
to be supporting such a vital local 
charity. In 2017 the exhibition raised 
nearly £800 for Katharine House." 


The Heseltine Gallery is a community 
art hub, showcasing and celebrating 
the work of artists, and encouraging 
Chenderit students to access a 
wide range of artists' work. Banbury 
Camera Club, founded in 1946, 
welcomes all who have an interest 
in photography, and offers a wide 
variety of activities and speakers at 
their regular Monday night meetings. 
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below, from top: Lone tree at Llyn Padarn, by 
Dennis Knight; The Sunflower’s Receptacle, 
by Helene Bolly; Stromness Dawn by Jamie 
Bodley-Scott 

right, from top: Waiting for the Signal, by Pat 
Fernle; The Quick Blown Japanese Fox, by 
Chris Baldwin; Summer Poppies, by Michael 

Butterworth 


picture perfect 
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main image: 
Surf and Turf, 
by Derek Lane 


top, from left: Straight 
Home r by Ann Jolly: A 
Passenger on Autumn 
Leaf, by Derek Lane 

above, from left: Kestrel 
with prey r by Barry 
Boswell; Friends for Life, 
by Diana Gamble 
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Soldiers from Banbury 
were honoured in an 
emotional remembrance 
ceremony in Belgium last 
month. 

The soldiers, who were 
pari of D Squadron,, 
Queen r s Own Oxford 
Hussars, in 1918, 
liberated the town of 
Erquelinnes from German 
occupation at the end 
of World War One. 

A speech by Banbury 
mayor Shaida Hussain 
was pari of the event 
that looked back to the 
liberation 100 years ago 

Cllr Hussain s framed 
speech was read to the 
gathered crowds before 
being presented to the 
mayor of Erquelinnes, 
David Lavaux. 

The speech was 
taken to Belgium by 
representatives of the 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Museum who attended 
the event, 

Cllr Hussain said: 

"/ was honoured fo 
be fnv/fed fo make 
a speech for fhfs 
memorable occasion 
and fhaf if was well 
received by my 
counterpart the mayor of 
Erquelinnes. 

"His fown suffered 1 four 
years of occupation and 
I can imagine the joy 
that liberation brought 
100 years ago . 

"I am proud that men 
from Banbury were there 
to set his fown free,* 


Remembrance Day Parade 
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More than 350 people marched in Banbury r s 
Remembrance Day parade last month as 
hundreds of onlookers lined the streets for an 
event that marked the 100th anniversary of 
the end of World War One. 

The procession of service men and women, 
veterans, members of local organisations, 
and civic dignitaries were ied by Banbury r s 
Air Cadet Band. 

The dignitaries included the Bishop of 
Dorchester the Rt Rev Colin Fletcher, MP 
Victoria Prentice, and Banbury's High Steward 
Sir Tony Baldry. 

The procession through town was followed by 
a service in St Mary’s Church where over 600 
people packed the church to capacity and 
around 300 congregated outside. 
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SHIRES FEATURE 



The Bia Red Box 


with Maggie Chaplin 



D ecember, and Christmas Is on the horizon, 
!t r s a time to catch up with friends, 
relatives and those you might only deem 
acquaintances. You It probably be looking up 
that address list, renewing your familiarity with 
snail mail (and handwriting!) and amassing 
a great pile of Christmas cards to post. You 
may just take the easy option and email your 
good wishes, and certainly many of you will 
be communicating face to face via Skype or 
WhafsApp, and almost everyone's telephone 
usage (landline or mobile) will increase 
dramatically over the festive season. It wasn't 
like that 60 years ago. 

Before the dawn of the digital age, 
communication was largely by post, urgent 
messages were conveyed by hand delivered 
telegram, and talking to each other by 
telephone could be a long-winded process 
often fraught with difficulties, and reserved 
mainly for emergencies or special occasions 
tike Christmas. Nowadays we fret over our 
broadband speed, but then the concern was 
about access to a telephone. In the 1950s 
only a few people had land lines, because 
availability was limited, in some cases two sets 
of people, often complete strangers, shared 
a "party line", which could lead to friction. Of 
course, mobile phones hadn't been invented - 
and yes, life was possible! 

The increasing demand for some means of 
freely available telecommunication led to the 
development of the public telephone box. 

The first telephone exchanges opened of the 
end of the 1370s, but they were by subscription 
only and were expensive. One subscriber 
apparently commented that it was cheaper 
to employ your own telegraph boy to deliver 
messages for you. 

Then Henry Fawcett became involved. He 
was an amazing man: blinded in a shooting 
accident aged 25, MP at 32, vocal supporter 
of women's suffrage and an Innovative 
Postmaster General. He Introduced parcel 
post, postal orders, savings stamps and in 1884 
facilitated the establishment of public call 
offices. Anyone, for a fee, could make a call, 
if, that is, they could find a telephone. By 1886 
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talking to each other by 
telephone could be a 
long-winded process often 
fraught with difficulties, 
and reserved mainly for 
emergencies or special 
occasions like Christmas 

there were 75 call offices in use, which were all 
located in densely populated areas. Because 
telephones were so rare, you were very limited 
as to who you could call. Just as today, Skype 
or WhefsApp are onty any good Ef whoever you 
want to contact uses them. 
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These early phone boxes were very basic, often 
no more than a person-sized wooden cubicle 
and there was no consistency of design. 

The phone itself had separate listening and 
speaking parts and all calls were made via an 
operator working in a telephone exchange. 

You paid by putting coins in a slot. Much could 
go wrong and the process was often time 
consuming and frustrating. 

Gradually telephone service in the UK became 
more widespread and standardisation of 
call box design made sense. By 1914 two 
preliminary designs had been drawn up by the 
GPO but WWI put a stop to their development 
until 1920 when a new modified design was 
approved. It was called K (for kiosk) 1 and was 
made of concrete with glass panels and a 
wooden door. It looked much like a glazed 



sentry box and the words “Public Telephone 1 ’ 
and “Open Always” were printed on the 
windows. Was it painted red? Partly. The door 
was red but the rest, including a pyramidal roof 
were cream. It went into production in 1921. 

Inevitably there were objections to the design. 
Metropolitan Boroughs and Civic Societies 
couldn’t agree. A phone box needed to be 
readily visible to a potential user, who might 
have an emergency to deal with. On the other 
hand, there was something of a “not on my 
pavement, or near my park unless it blends in” 
attitude. In fairness the design of the K1 was 
not only a bit 'in your face’, it was also rather 
ordinary and unimaginative. 

Solution: hold a design competition. To break 
the impasse and end the bickering that had 
gone on for two or three years, the Postmaster 
General tasked the Royal Fine Arts Commission 
to do just that. Several notable architects of the 
time participated. Each had to make a mock- 
up in wood and the entries were exhibited near 
the National Gallery in London. 

The winner was Giles Gilbert Scott who came 
from a family of well known architects. His kiosk, 
unsurprisingly called K2, was the forerunner of 
the familiar red phone boxes we still see on our 
streets today. It was radically different from the 
Kl.lt was bigger, had full-length glazed panels 
on three sides, a domed roof and the one word 
"TELEPHONE"'. Above that was a decorative 
crown design perforating the metal fo allow 
ventilation. Was this one red? Gilbert Scott 
intended his kiosk to be silver with a greenish 
blue interior, but in a bold move, the GPO 
adopted vermillion for the exterior, and flame 
inside, except for the ceiling which was white 
to reflect the light from the overhead light bulb. 
Despite it being a winner, the design had >» 



1: Shutfords K6 
nature hub 
2: Moulded St 
Edward s crown, used 
from 1953 

3: The interior of the 
original K6 with Its 
bakellte dial phone 
4: The listed phone 
box in Swerford 
5: Rural version of the 
K6 at Avoncroft 
6: A decommissioned 
1980s kiosk housing 
o defibrillator in 
Chipping Norton 
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! he Big Red Box 
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7: The current phone 
in Chipping Norton's 
K6 phone box 
8: Inside Banbury s 
phonebox library 
9: The concrete K3 
with even-sized 
glass panels and red 
glazing bars 
10; A 1952 Post Office 
Telegram 

11: Shutford s nature 
hub with the defunct 
1980s kiosk to the left 
of the bus shelter 



two disadvantages: it was big and it was 
expensive, so initially it was only Installed in 
London, 

So it was back to Giles Gilbert Scott's drawing 
board, Along came K3 It was smaller, made 
in concrete and mainly stone coloured but 
with red glazing bars, K3 was the generally 
accepted style of phone booth from 1928 
onwards. The universal red box was still a way 
off, 

It wasn't until 1935 and the Jubilee of George 
V that the breakthrough came and the iconic 
red phone box was born, What better occasion 
to launch a new standard kiosk than a king's 
jubilee? Ks 4 and 5 had come and gone with 
little acclaim, and concrete, although cheap, 
turned out not to be durable enough, Giles 
Gilbert Scott was consulted once more. At last 
the phone box that we know and love arrived! 
Although It was inevitably named K6, it was 
more generally known as the Jubilee kiosk. !t 
was simpler and a little smaller but retained the 
elegance of Scott's original design. There was 
an embossed ludor Royal Crown above the 
word TELEPHONE and ventilation slots below: 
the glazing pattern was plainer: and when it 
was launched In 1936 it was painted Past Office 
red! 

There were still objections, of course. The GPO 
chase the colour so that a phone box could be 
easily recognized In an emergency anywhere 
in the country. The Royal Fine Arts Commission 
was involved, as were the Council for Rural 
England and the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, A compromise was reached. For rural 
locations battleship grey with red glazing bars 
could be used. Post Office red everywhere 
else. Well, almost everywhere else, Some City 
Corporations went their own way. Hull, for 
example used the standard K6 design but 
without the embossed crown and the boxes 
were painted cream. 

Inside the original models there was a bakelite 
dial telephone (who knows how to dial these 
days?) a coin box, shelves to store telephone 
directories, and framed notices, including 
instructions on how to make a catt. 

In their day public phone boxes were 
invaluable even though you might have to 


queue in the rain to use one: it might take 
an interminable time to get connected: your 
conversation might be overheard by anyone 
waiting for you fo finish your call, or your money 
might run out mid-sentence. If you wanted 
to receive a call you had to prearrange a 
time in advance and wait outside the box 
at the allotted hour, hoping that no one else 
had chosen that precise moment to occupy 
the kiosk. There was nowhere near the ease 
of communication that we enjoy today, but 
despite the difficulties, the public phone box 
was a potential lifeline. 

Over 65,000 K6 kiosks were manufactured and 
there have been many incarnations of public 
phone boxes since, the majority of which, 
with the advent of the mobile phone, are 
now largely redundant. Some K6s are listed 
and many have been repurposed. Banbury 
has a phone box library in South Bar Street 
after a dispute with BT was resolved, and in 
nearby Shutford the red phone box has been 
converted into a nature hub. Ironically a few 
yards away from ft a more modern stainless 
steel phone booth is defunct. 

With the drive fo place defibrillators within 
universal access, a redundant phone box often 
provides a suitable site, Chipping Norton has 
two phone booths on opposite sides of the 
main road. The red one is still equipped as a 
functional telephone box, whereas the more 
modern steel one now houses o defibrillator. 

Red phone boxes are here to stay, even if you 
never actually set foot in one. They've become 
a symbol of Britishness, You can buy one on 
ebay, for anything up to £4,000 depending 
on condition, but if thats way above 
budget there's a whole range of phone box 
memorabilia available. There are money boxes, 
biscuit boxes and tea caddies in the form of 
replica K6s, Red phone box images can also be 
found adorning keyrings, bottle openers and 
even cufflinks (gift ideas for the person who has 
everything?) and, of course, they commonly 
feature on Christmas cards! 

Several of the photographs were taken 
at Avoncroft Museum of Historic Buildings, 
Bromsgrove, which holds the National 
Telephone Kiosk Collection, and is well worth a 
visit. • 
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It's that lime of year again, 
when audiences will be 
asked to participate in 
the Christmas pantomime 
tradition. 

As always we have a 
wonderful array on offer 
throughout the Four Sh/res 
over the festive season. 



ALADDIN 

The Theatre, Chipping 
Norton, until 14th January , 
various times 

Calling all intrepid 
expiorersl Grab your 
compass and hop aboard 
the bi-plane as the nation’s 
favourite traditional 
panto heads for 
Egypt. With dancing 
mummies, disappearing 
pyramids and a 
deeply daft genie, 
expect a laughter- 
filled spectacular. Family 
friendly from start to 
finish, and pocked with 
magical marvels and toe- 
tapping tunes, this is the 
Chippy Panto you've been 
wishing for. Ticket prices 
vary. 

www. c hip pin gnorton 
theatre , com 

ALADDIN 

The Att/c Theatre, next to 
Coxs yard, Stratford-Upon- 
Avon, T3fh December - 6th 
January 2019 , various times 

Aladdin is a poor boy 
who dreams of marrying 
a princess but he holds no 


u nanro. 




hope if will ever happen. 
He works at the Old Peking 
Laundry with his mum 
Widow Twankey and his 
brother Wishee Washee. 

But the evil magician 
Abanazar has plans to 
obtain a magic lamp from 
the cave of wonders so he 
tricks Aladdin to helping 
him in exchange for the 
chance of becoming a 
rich prince who could 
marry the princess. But will 
Abanazar s evil scheme’s 
work and will Widow 
Twankey ever finish the 
laundry? Ticket prices vary. 

www, thea t tict hea fre. co. uk 




PETER PAN 

Cogges Manor Farm, 
Church Lane, Witney, 0X28 
3LA, 1st December, Tpm 
and 3pm 

This charming production, 
packed with adventure, 
spectacular scenery and 
magical special effects: 
follows Peter Pan and his 
friend Wendy as they fly to 
Neverland to embark on 
a spellbinding adventure 
where they meet pirates, 
red Indians, a ticking 
crocodile and of 
course the villain 
Captain 
Hook. Dress 
up warm as 
it fakes place 
in the 

barns! Tickets: £t 1 for 
adults and £9.50 for 
children. 

www.cogges.org.uk 


DICK WHITTINGTON AND 
HIS CAT 

Oxford Playhouse , Oxford, 
0X1 2LW, untit 6th January 
2019 , times vary 

Dick Whittington's heading 
to town to seek his fortune. 
He's heard the streets are 
paved with gold. But it's 
hard to see beneath the 
grime and King Rat is out to 
get him! Ticket prices vary, 

www, oxfordpiay 
house.com 

PETER PAN 

Royal and Derogate, 
Northampton, 7th-3Oth 
December, various times 

With amazing flying effects, 
barrels of laughter, magic 
and fairy dust, join Peter 
and the lost boys and set 
sail In a pirate pantomime 
adventure with everything 
you would expect in a 
swashbuckling festive treat. 
Ticket prices vary. 

www. r oya la n dd ernga t e. 
co.uk 




CINDERELLA 

Deco Theatre, 

Northampton , 7th-29th 
December, various times 

Join Cinderella on her 
quest to win the heart of 
Prince Charming, with 
a little help from her 
best friend Buttons and 
the enchanting Fairy 
Godmother, But with her 
evil Ugly Sisters determined 
to ruin her chances and 
the clock about to strike 
midnight, will Cinders 
manage to win the Prince's 
love before the spell runs 
out? Ticket prices vary. 

www.fhedeco.co.uk 

DICK WHITTINGTON 

Royal Spa Centre , Royal 
Leamington Spa , Isf-30th 
December, various times 

Dick, and his feline friend. 
Tommy fhe Cat travel to 

London to seek their 
A fortune. Will they 
be able to save 
the city from 
the piague of 
rats that are 
rampaging 
■ ( through It? 

Featuring all the 
classic elements, 
including awesome 
sets and costumes, 
special effects, great 
songs and dancing, 
plus bags of slapstick 
fun. From £15, 



TT\ese are just a few of the many fabulous pantomimes 
coming to the Four Shires this Christmas. Keep an eye 
out locally for village pantomimes as these tend to be 
advertised much nearer to the event. 

rrn'D ciiiDFt nrf'Punri? 'nn« r \ 
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C hristmas is a time for family, 
friends and, of course, for 
children writing their wish lists 
to Santa Claus. The letter writing 
(and posting!) has already taken 
place in our household, wrffes 
Cafhy B/ack. A sigh of relief took 
place when their lists appeared as 
they matched the amount of money 
we would be able to spend! 

We are probably all a little guilty 
of wanting to spoil our children, 
particularly at this time of year, 
but it isn't always possible to buy 
our children all of the current 'must 
haves' that are being advertised. 

t must admit to being more than a 
little thankful that the latest game 
console was forgotten when my 
son compiled his list. Today's 
technology is now so sophisticated 
that, for a lot of families, these 
games machines are simply too 
expensive. 


With peer pressure and bright 
television commercials advertising 
the latest gadgets and toys 
it can be a bit of a minefield 
when dealing with children s 
expectations on the run up. 

How do you answer why Father 
Christmas couldn't gel your child 
the toy they really wanted, yet 
managed to get it for their friend? 

Although we ail know that the real 
meaning of Christmas is family 
and friends, there is no getting 
away from the commercial side, 
particularly if you have children of 
a certain age that whole heartedly 
believe in the magic of Santa Claus 

Here are some ideas how to handle 
your children's expectations in the 
run up to the 25th: 

List limit: Limit the list to five things. 

I created a personalised letter from 
each of them with five blank lines 


for them to fill with their present 

'hopes'. 

Be mindful whilst list writing takes 
place: When writing their list they 
asked why there were only five 
spaces -1 replied "because father 
Christmas has a tot of boys and 
girls fo get presents for". I also kept 
correcting them. When they would 
said 'I want', I encouraged them 
to say I hope', closely followed 
by 'remember, you may not get 
everything on your list, but that is ok 
because there are a lot of children 
in the world/ 

Christmas is not just about 
receiving: Create activities 
that help your children realise 
that Christmas is not only about 
receiving lots of gifts. You could 
help them put together a charity 
Christmas shoebox for example, 
or help out with the local food 
bank's Christmas collection. This will 


left: LEGO Creator Cruising Adventures, for ages S+, £44.99' The Grlnch Ornament and 
Figure Surprise Pack, £6, both from The Entertainer 


above right: Baby Annabel! Dott, ages 3-8 years, £43 99, from The Entertainer: Eif on The 
Shelf Girt, ages 3-8 years, from Argos; Coca Cola Diecast Christmas Truck, for ages #+, 

£34.99, from The Entertainer 
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offer a great opportunity to discuss 
how much the small things such as 
toothbrushes, gloves, and a good 
meal for Christmas day will mean to 
the people receiving them. 

Presence, not presents; Your child 
values your time and attention much 
higher than that' Christmas present. 
It makes them feel important and 
loved when you are fully focused on 
them. Perhaps plan a frosty winter 
walk, play a favourite board game, 
have a festive movie night in your 
onesies, or get creative with some 
Christmas crafts. In our house we 
like to make a festive decoration 
for each guest coming to our home 
on Christmas Day. These are put on 
the table and the children love to 
tell everyone about how they made 
them whilst we eat Christmas dinner. 


Make a family wish list: Create 
a list together, and be sure to 
Include non-material wishes such 
as drinking hot chocolate by the 
fire. These wishes could even be 
given as 'coupons' when it comes 
time to opening gifts, or woven into 
the weeks surrounding the festive 
season to extend the celebration 
beyond the one special day. 

Get into the Christmas mood: Start 
to create the ethos that Christmas 
is a whole event, rather than just 
unwrapping expensive presents 


such as the latest phone or tablet. 
We will be taking our children to 
see the festive lights around our 
village and to the school Christmas 
Fayre where they can play games 
with their friends, buy gifts that will 
give something back to the school, 
and also feed the reindeer that are 
usually in attendance. 


Along with putting up the tree as a 
family and watching a festive film 
together, we hope to encourage 
our children to see that Christmas 
isn't just about the presents under 
the tree but more about a magical 
time of year filled with love and 
happiness. 


Don't necessarily get everything on 
your children's list: Remember you 
don't have to buy it all! Leaving out 
one of the items on your children's 
list will help them to understand that 
not everything on their list will be 
given to them. It's also a good idea 
to change one of the items for, say, 
a book you know they would like. 
This is something you can spend 
time sharing with them too. 

It can be hard at this time of year 
not to want to give our children the 
world but remember the true values 
of Christmas; family, friendship and 
love, it really is these few things that 
your children actually need. • 


% 
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With Christmas fast 
approaching the 'man in 
red' will be visiting various 
locations across the Four 
Shire s during the run up to 
the 25th. Here are some of 
the many places his sleigh 
will be stopping this year. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

SANTA SPECIAL TRAINS 

Northampton and Lamport 
Railway, Pitsford Road, 
Chapel Brampton NN6 
8BA, every weekend in 
December up to Christmas 
Day 

Visit Santa in his magical 
grotto and then take a 
train ride along the 
Northampton and 
Lamport Railway 
from Pitsford 
_and Brampton 
station. 

Every child 
will receive 
a present 
from Santa, a 
soft drink and 
biscuits. 

www.nlr.org.uk 


SANTA CRUISES 

The Boat lnn T Bridge Road, 
Stoke Bruerne , Towcester 
NN12 7 SB t every weekend 
and 77 th-24th December 

Depart from The Boat Inn, 
Stoke Bruerne for a IVi 
hour cruise through the 
famous Blisworth Tunnel 
in the narrowboat 'Indian 
Chief r to Blisworth, where 
Santa will join the boat for 
the return journey, meet 
each child and give them 
a present. Party games and 
music will be played during 
the cruise. 

www.boaNnn.co.ufc 


SANTA J S GROTTO 

M/hf/fon Locks Garden 
Village, WhHtorr, Daventry 
NN1 7 2NH, weekends 
throughout December in 
the run up to Christmas 

This year Santa has heard 
a large number of children 


■ have been especially good 
I and, as such, deserve an 

: extra special present from 
: him exclusively at Whilton 
: Locks. There's no need 
; to pre book - a queuing 
: system will be in place and 

■ Santa will see every child 

■ that waits for him. 

•* 

I www.wfgv.co.ifk 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

FESTIVE DAY OUT WITH 
THOMAS 

Bucfc/nghamsh/re Railway 
Centre , Guafnfon, Near 
Aylesbury HP22 4BY, 1st, 
2nd s 8th, 9th, 15th , 76fh and 
22nd, 23rd December 

Take a steam train ride with 
Thomas the Tank Engine! 
Travel on the train whilst 
Father Christmas makes 
his way through the 
compartments meeting ail 
the children to give them 
a present! Also meet the 
Fat Controller, watch a live 
children s show, 

/ 

1 


enjoy colouring and badge 
making at the Imagination 
Station, have a go on the 
tea cup rides and enjoy 
refreshments (hot drink/ 
mince pie for adults, carton 
of juice and biscuit for kids) 
which is ail included in the 
ticket price. Pre-booking is 
essential. 

www. buc fc sra He en t re. org 


CENTRE:MK GROTTO 

Middleton Half, Central 
Milton Keynes MK9 3EP f 
Various times until 24th 
December 

Santa's Grotto will 
see Middleton Hall 
transformed into a magical 
wonderland, making it the 
perfect place to meet 
Santa and his new friend., 
chef Ginger-Snaps. 

www.thecenfremfc.com 


Ho 

to 


Ho Hoping 
see Santa! 














SANTA STEAM SPECIALS 

Chinn or & Prrn ces 
Rrsborough Railway , 

Siaf/on Approach, Sfaf/on 
Road, Chrnnor 0X39 4ER t 
weekends in the run up to 
Christmas 

Take a festive train ride 
to meet Santa on one 
of the Steam Special 
Santa and his elves will 
visit every family during 
the journey and they will 
provide quality gifts for all 
fare-paying children and 
young people aged one to 
15. There will be spiced hot 
berry cordial and delicious 
mince pies served at your 
seat (alternatives are 
available). Please reserve 
your seat through the 
online booking system. 

www .chin non a tiway. co.uk 

WARWICKSHIRE 

SANTA S GROTTO 

Leammgfon Spa Arf and 
Pump Rooms, The Parade , 
Leamrngfon Spa CV32 4AA t 
Saturday 15th December , 
lpm-3.30pm 

Visit Santa in the gallery 
grotto and join in with 
Christmas crafts and festive 
fun. Refreshments will be 
available and Royal Spa 
Brass will be serenading 
you with carols. 

www, warwickdc. go v, uk/ 
roya Ipum proo m s 






■ CHRISTMAS AT THE 
j CASTLE 

! KentfwortJi Castfe, Castle 
| Green, Ken/Zworfh CVS 
; 7/VG, Saturday Bfh - Sunday 
: 9th December , 7 0am-4pm 

: Christmas is coming to 
: Kenilworth Castle I Step 
; back in time to a nostalgic 
i family Noe/ complete with 
: carol singing, falconry, 

| storytelling and toy making. 

I Enjoy some festive cheer 
: with the castle jester, 

: indulge in a yuietlde treat 

■ in the tearoom, and hand 

: deliver your Christmas list to 

■ Father Christmas. 

: www.eng/lsh-herftage.org. 

J uk/keniJ worth 



: CHRISTMAS GROTTO 

: Magic Alley , 21 Henley 

■ Street, Str afford-Upon- 

: Avon, unf/f 23rd December 

\ Santa takes up residence 

■ in Shakespeare's home 

■ town again this Christmas, 

| in one of Warwickshire's 

I most magical grottos. There 
I will also be a fun quiz trail 
i through the Enchanted 
: Manor. 

; www.seekthemagic.org 



I CHRISTMAS AT 
: CHARLECOTE 


in with various Christmas 
activities and see the 
enchanting Christmas 
lights. 

www. fairytalefarm .co.uk 


Chariecote National Trust , 
Warwick CV35 9£R, every 
weekend in December up 
to Christmas 

What would you like for 
Christmas this year? Take 
your list to see Father 
Christmas at Chariecote 
Park. He ll be meeting with 
all the good girls and boys 
In his summerhouse grotto 
once again. 

www. naffona ffrusf.org.uk 

OXFORDSHIRE 


CHRISTMAS IN BANBURY 

Castle Quay Shopping 
Centre , Banbury QXT6 
2FQ, weekends unftf 76th 
December, T7am-4pm 

The chance to meet Father 
Christmas and his elf, and 
take home a special early 
Christmas gift. Father 
Christmas will be located in 
the soft play area. 

DAY OUT WITH THOMAS 
TO MEET FATHER 
CHRISTMAS 


FATHER CHRISTMAS 
WEEKEND 

Barn Farm Plants , Upper 
Wardington , Banbury 0X7 7 
75N, 8th-9th December, 
2pm-4pm 

Go to Barn Farm Plants and 
enjoy a free visit to Father 
Christmas! 

CHRISTMAS FAIRYTALE 

Fairytale Farm, Oxford 
Road (A44), Southcombe , 
Chipping Norton 0X7 5QH, 
weekends up fo Christmas 
and daily during school 
holidays. 

At this magical 'Christmas 
Fairytale' event, children 
can meet Santa in his 
indoor fairytale grotto and 
receive a present. Join 


Dfdcof Railway Centre 
0X11 7NJ , every Saturday 
and Sunday during 
December 

Families get to ride behind 
Ihomas, which takes them 
to the grotto carriage 
where they will meet Father 
Christmas. Each child 
receives a gift. 

www. did co tra it way c entre. 
org.uk 

These are just a very small 
handful of the many local 
places where you can 
meet Father Christmas. 
Some events must be pre- 
booked and event details 
are correct at time of the 
printing of our magazine 
but may change, please 
check before attending. 
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a little bit of festive cheer! 

Hie 12 Four Shires 
days of Christmas 







MR win 


a Oh the first day of Christmas my 
true love gave to me a visit to a 
pantomime * 

2 On the second day of Christmas 
my true love gave to me two 
countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 

On the third day of Christmas my 
true love gave to me three days 
off with my family... 

Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 


On the sixth day of Christmas my 
true love gave to me six hours of 
Christmas day cooking... 

Five locally purchased gifts... 

Four organic, free range turkeys... 
Three days off with my family... 

Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 


7 On the seventh day of Christmas 
my true love gave to me seven 
toys with forgotten batteries... 

Six hours of Christmas day cooking... 
Five locally purchased gifts... 

Four organic, free range turkeys... 
Three days off with my family... 

Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 


4 On the fourth day of Christmas 
my true love gave to me four 
organic, free range turkeys... 
Three days off with my family... 

Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 


Five locally purchased gifts... 

Four organic, free range turkeys... 
Three days off with my family... 
Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 


On the ninth day of Christmas 
my true love gave to me nine 
church carol concerts... 

Eight houses lit up for charity... 

Seven toys with forgotten batteries... 
Six hours of Christmas day cooking... 
Five locally purchased gifts... 

Four organic, free range turkeys... 
Three days off with my family... 

Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 


0 On the tenth day of 

Christmas my true love gave 
to me ten Christmas light 
switch ons... 


the test 
Christmas smell 
a real tree - 
go To y our 
nearesl 
garden 
tafc centre and 
choose 
one for 
your 
home 


On the fifth day of Christmas my 
true love gave to me five locally 
purchased gifts... 

Four organic, free range turkeys... 
Three days off with my family... 

Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a panfomime 


8 On the eighth day of Christmas 
my true love gave to me eight 
houses lit up for charity... 

Seven toys with forgotten batteries... 
Six hours of Christmas day cooking... 
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fake a drive around your local village s to see (he best of the charity fundraising Christmas house lights 


Nine church carol concerts... 

Eight houses lit up for charity... 

Seven toys with forgotten batteries... 
Six hours of Christmas day cooking... 
Five locally purchased gifts... 

Four organic, free range turkeys... 
Three days off with my family... 

Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 

A A On the eleventh day of 

Christmas my true love gave 
to me eleven places to buy 
real trees... 

Ten Christmas light switch ons... 

Nine church carol concerts... 

Eight houses lit up for charity... 

Seven toys with forgotten batteries... 
Six hours of Christmas day cooking... 
Five locally purchased gifts... 

Four organic, free range turkeys... 
Three days off with my family... 


Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime 

a On the twelfth day of 

1 Christmas my true love 
gave to me a 12 month 
subscription to Four Shares 
magazine... 

Eleven places to buy real trees... 
Ten Christmas light switch ons... 
Nine church carol concerts... 

Eight houses lit up for charity... 
Seven toys with forgotten 
batteries... 

Six hours of Christmas day 
cooking... 

Five locally purchased gifts... 

Four organic, free range 
turkeys... 

Three days off with my family... 

Two countryside rambles... 

And a visit to a pantomime * 


a Four Shires 
subscription 
is a gift that 
just keeps on 
giving - see 
page 24 




(here's a list of lots of iocat 
pantomimes on page 39 - there's 
stilt time to gel your tickets! 






* 




gel yourselves a happy bird this 
Christmas from one of the free 
range turkey farms ail over the 
Four Shires 


} - r r 

A* ^ jf- 




foca( churches hold super carol 
services on (he run up ... 
to Christmas 

v "^jKi ^ dBE. f ^5 

/■ * AM . 
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check our our 
gift guide pages 
for some great 
inspiration from 
local shops 
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pretty little things 


Cedar Therapy 

Christmas at Cedar Therapy 

it’s time to book in your appointments 
for the festive season and get ready for 
Christmas with Cedar Therapy. With an 
extensive range of treatments and products 
offered across all of our lovely salons, 
there is something to suit everyone. 


Whether you need a deep relaxing massage 
to ease the Christmas preparation tensions 
away or are painting the town red and need 
your nails to match, Cedar is here for you. 


QECLioP 




FolLow us on Instagram, Ratebook and Twitter 
for daily updates and tips! 


www.cedartherapy.com 

Online bookings available 

Market Place, Deddington 0X15 OSE 

01869 390000 

4 West Street, Chipping Norton OX7 5AA 

01608 489000 

High Street, Bloxham, OX15 4LU 
01295 404040 


it's the perfect time of year 
to buy the love of your life 
something special, if she's 
a country girl, go to William 
Powell in Banbury for some 
beautifully made clothing 
and accessories. 

Alternatively, head to Nellie 
and Dove in Deddington 
where you'll find everything 
from gorgeous fashion and 
accessories to delightful 
gifts and trinkets for the 
home. 


NEW CEDAR THERAPY 
SALON IN BLOXHAM 

Why not pay a visit to 
the brand new Bloxham 
salon. It has recently 
opened and is the newest 
of their luxury boutiques. 

It offers a sanctuary for 
rest and relaxation in 
luxurious treatment rooms, 
along with premium retail 
products from top beauty 
brands - this treasure Is one 
to be discovered! 

If you r re lacking present 
inspiration for this year, 
there is a lovely variety of 
gifts and stocking fillers 
to choose from at Cedar, 
including award winning 
facemasks, luxury candles 
and home scents. For 
those who are trickier to 
buy for, consider giving 
a gift voucher, which is 
redeemable against any 
of the Cedar treatments or 
products. 


If all else falls and your 
inspiration is completely 
lost, the best possible 
gif! you could opt for 
would be vouchers for 
beauty treatments and 
products. You'll find these 
are available from local 
independent salons and 
your girl can then choose 
what she d like the most. 






Cedar is also offering a 
super gift wrapping service 
in the salons this year, 
meaning your gifts can be 
ready to go under the tree 
straight away. 

ww w. c eda rf h erapy . com 
High Street , Bloxham OX15 
4LU r 01295 404040 
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7: Michael Kors silver 
and rose gold plated 
cubic zirconia earrings 
£89 at Michael Jones, 
High Street, Banbury 
0X16 5JG (also in 
Northampton), www. 
mic haeljonesjeweller. 
co.uk 


1 and 6: bag and hat from a 
selection at William Powell, 
Tramway, Banbury 0X16 510, 
www.williampowell.com 

2: mosaic jar, £55: 3: luxury 
hand made pure oil soaps in 
plain or scrub £9.80, also Nellie 
and Dove: 4: Cashmere fringed 
scarf, £135, also in red, navy 
and bottle green (matching 
cashmere gloves, £69); 5: stiver 
spider monkey earrings, £62; 8: 
Fairisle hats and scarves, from 
£40, and Nellie & Dove own 
brand fluffy jumper, £95 (other 
colours available): 9: mini wallet 
to protect your cards, £49.95, all 
From Nellie and Dove, Market 
Place, Deddington 0X15 OSE 
www.nellieanddove.com 
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have a happy, 
homely Christmas 


Homely gifts are always well 
received, being perfect for those 
who love to be cosied up on the 
sofa. You don't need to give the 
actual sofa, of course, but if you'd 
like to then the one below from 
Texture interiors at Heart of the Shires 
Shopping Village would be sure to fit 
the bill! www.textureinteriors.ca.uk 



Nkuku baubles (left) and Nkuku 
humcane candles (be/ow centre) 
also come from Texture Interiors 


Perfect for your guest ba throom is 
a Tom Dixon Scent London Hand 
Duo Gift Set (above), £58 from 
www.nesf.co.uk 




A Jfftfe pampering 
comes in the form of this 
natural wooden body 
and bath gift set, ;usf 
£7.99 from TK Maxx 


Treat someone 
special fo a preNy 
Sara Milter Geese 
mug (above) for 
a warming night 
time drink, £16 * 
Daisy Park 



WANT TO FALL IN LOVE WITH SHOPPING AGAIN? 


Heart of the Shires Shopping Village is the ideal place to go. A relaxed atmosphere in a Victorian 
courtyard, offering shops and merchandise you wont find on the high street. 


The 24 independent retailers include traditional country clothing for men and women, leading brands 
in smart, casual and formal wear, plus bespoke wedding dresses. You will also find sofas and stylish 
home accessories; a kitchen emporium; antiques, vintage and upcycled furniture; garden accessories; 
high quality watches; unusual gifts, and a traditional sweet shop. 


Visit our restaurant and tea room, indulge in a bit of pampering at the hairdressers and beauty salon 
or treat your dog to expert grooming, there is even a photographic studio. 


Open 7 days a week 10am - 5pm with ample free parking 


1 Heart* 

2 Shires 

Sheppnig VilMgp - 


Heart of the Shires Shopping Village On A5 2 miles north of Weedon Northamptonshire NN7 4LB 
01327 349508 WWW.h e art0ftheSh 1 F e S.C0.Uk Photog rap hs by Lightdraw.com 
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Christmas 
cracker quiz 




l 





Just for fun why not have a go at our 
Christmas quiz, offering both festive and 
general knowledge questions there is 
a question to suit everyone's tastesf No 
cheating, the answers are at the bottom 
of the page. 

1: Which Northamptonshire village 
has previously decorated 24 village 
windows with one being opened every 
evening in the run up to Christmas? 

2: Which festive run raises much needed 
funds for Katharine House Hospice every 
December? 

3: Who switched on the Banbury 
Christmas lights this year? 

4: On which date is Banbury Choral 
Society performing at St Mary's Church 
this month? 



5: We love this picture (below left) but 
can you tell us where in Banbury these 
Turkeys used to hang? 

6: Famously, elephants used to reside in 
Royal Leamington Spa, what were their 
names? 

7: Which famous footballer and his 
family moved into the Four Shires? 

8: Which cycle event passed 
through both Warwickshire and 
Northamptonshire back in June? 

9: Which Banbury pub could help guide 
Santa's sleigh? 

10: Which local pantomime saw camels 
walk through the centre of its market 
town in order to promote it? One point 
for the name of the show and another 
point If you can name the town 

11: The films in the nativity series were 
famously filmed in which Four Shares 
city? For a further point which of the 
sequels starred Martin Clunes? 

12: Chocolate may be a Christmas 
treat but which Four Shires author wrote 
about a boy who's dreams came true 
when he became the owner of his very 
own chocolate factory? 

13: 'A Dog is for Life not just for Christmas' 
- but which local assistance dog charity 
celebrated its 30th anniversary this year? 

14: Which Warwickshire hill saw a battle 
take place on it as part of the Civil War? 

15: Boxing day forms a part of the 
festive celebrations but which 
Oxfordshire boxing club was thrust into 
the spotlight when it became a film 
location for the crime drama series 
Father Brown in 2016? 
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DONATE TO ANIMAL RESCUE 
CENTRES 

It isn't just humans that will be in need 
this winter. As the temperatures drop 
animal rescue centres throughout the 
Four Shires will be very grateful for a 
few extra blankets or donations of 
animal foods. 

CHARITABLE CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Many local charities bring out their 
own festive cards, these are a great 
way of supporting your favourite 
charity. Not only are many of these 
designs original but you can also 
be safe in the knowledge that your 
purchase has given something to a 
great cause. 


Selfless 


hristmasis traditionally the 
season of giving. However, 
this doesn't have to be of a 
materialistic nature. Sometimes, the 
greatest gift you can give is your time 
or a small donation. 


It is very easy to get so caught up 
in our own Christmas celebration 
preparations that we forget that 
there are people out there who will 
not have a hot meal on the 25th 
December, or perhaps even a roof 
over their heads, let alone a tree and 
lots of presents to unwrap. 

There are many local charities 
that will go out of their way to give 
those in need an extra boost during 
the festive season. Whether it is a 
foodbank offering those on the 
'breadline 1 much needed provisions 
or the various organisations that will 
open halls to offer the homeless or 
lonely a Christmas dinner, there are 
plenty of options for you to be selfless 
this Christmas. 


Here are some Ideas of how to give 
something back this December: 

GIVE TO A FOODBANK 


Christmas 


There are food banks all over the 
Four Sh/res that are crying out for 
non-perishable donations. Why not 
add one or two extra items to your 
trolley and donate them to one of 
these valuable resources? With one in 
five people in the UK living betow the 
poverty line there are many people in 
need of these lifesaving banks. 



0 ON M IONS 


GIVE A LITTLE OF YOUR TIME 

Why not give a few hours of your time 
over Christmas? Locally you wilt find 
a number of charities that would be 
very glad of an extra pair of hands. 
From serving food to the homeless or 
helping to sort out food parcels, to 
simply taking a few minutes to talk to 
someone who Is Isolated and lonely, 
you wilt find it very rewarding and it 
will be very much appreciated. 

GIVE BLOOD 

A step away from the traditional 
charitable donation perhaps, but 
blood banks are always in need of 
donations and with admissions to 
hospital likely higher during winter 
time there will be increased need for 
this life saving contribution. 


BUY AN EXTRA GIFT FOR A CHILD 
LESS FORTUNATE 

Many of us take for granted that we 
can at least offer our children one 
or two gifts to open on Christmas 
morning - but there will be families 
that simply can't afford to do this. 
With this in mind, when you are out 
shopping for your little ones, perhaps 
consider picking up a small toy to 
donate to a family that otherwise 
couldn't afford a gift for their child. 

However you choose to be selfless 
this Christmas, you will get a lot of 
satisfaction from doing a little bit of 
'good' this season. • 

Char/fy Christmas cards, above, are 
from www.cardsforchahty.co.uk 
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CHRISTMAS IN THE FOUR SHIRES 


urowri 


The trend this year is to focus 
on recycling and the use of 
recyclable wrapping paper 
is a great way to make your 
Christmas more eco-friendly. 

Using brown paper or old 
magazines and newspapers not 
only saves your budget but also 
means all those huge bags of 
discarded wrapping paper can 
go straight into the blue bin.... 
And they look so effective too! 


Make you own tags from your winter photos, 
cut out brown card shapes and decorate 
with home made stamps, or you can even 
download printable tags for free. 

For bows, use string, lace, or ribbons that you 
might have saved from previous years - and 
make sure you keep everything for next year 
too! 

Instead of baubles to decorate your parcels, 
try pine cones and ferns or eucalyptus, or 

even dry your own flowers. 

Not only will your parcels look beautiful, it will 
be fun to make them all too. 

Enjoy your wrapping! 


pretty downloadable 
gift tags, free from 
www .bydawnnicole.com 
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CHRISTMAS IN THE FOUR SHIRES 




If you're planning to get out and see some rather grand 
trees during the festive season then there are some real 
beauties in the Four Shires. 

Standing beneath the beautiful vaulted ceiling at 
fawsley Hall (1) is a free that can only be described as 
majestic. 

Blenheim Palace (2), of course, has stunning Christmas 
decor every year, with most of the palace open rooms 
ablaze with colour and sparkle. 

lake a trip to the Boughfon estate (3) and you'll be 
greeted with Christmas lights at the gate. 


Our cover picture this month depicts everything a family 
Christmas should be and is the tree at Upton House (4). 

A row of frosted trees flank the entrance to Compton 
Verney (5) this year and look grand and understated all at 
the same time. 

Finally, Waddesdon Manor has taken an extra step 
alongside its outdoor trees by adding a wonderful lumiere 
reflecting on the building (8) and keeping Its indoor trees 
traditionally situated on a backdrop of Christmas red (6/7) 
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Luke1977 


Religion of 
Shoreditch 


Weekend 

Offender 


Gabicci 


Merc of London 


Art Gallery 


Ben Sherman 


Trojan 



STARTS 

BOXING 


Armani Exchange 
Hugo Boss 
Tommy Hiliiger 
Fred Perry 
Lyle and Scott 
M A. Strum 


Large formal 
section offering 
suits for weddings 
and proms 

Opening times 
Monday to Saturday 
lGam - 5 pm 


Sunday 11am - 4pm 


01295 278085 

19A Parsons Street, Banbury 0X16 5LY 
www.un ionm en swear, c o. uk 



MAN ABOUT TOWN 

With Revival (above) and Union Clothing (below) sitting 
side by side in Banbury's old town, Parson s Street is fast 
becoming the go to place if you are looking for a quality 
and diverse range of menswear. 

Nik Hale brings to Revival a range of speciality, 
contemporary clothing and accessories with an emphasis 
on style. Including ranges such as Pretty Green and 
Gabicci Vintage, with casual attire inspired by the 80s and 
pieces Influenced by the 60s, there is something for every 
gentleman no matter what his personal style. 

Next door to Revival, Richard Singlehurst at Union Clothing 
offers customers a large selection of designer brands 
including Armani Exchange and Hugo Boss amongst many 
others. With products ranging from casual clothes all the 
way through to suits; perfect for business, weddings or prom 
you wilt be assured that you will find the perfect outfit for any 
occasion. 

Both Nik and Richard have many years of experience in the 
industry so you can be assured that these two boutiques are 
on hand to give you the knowledge and customer service 
you would expect from high-end independent retailers. 

Together Revival and Union Clothing offer customers one of 
the largest and best collections of branded men's clothing 
in the area. 
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befow: for fhe country man in your life, those 
stylish Deakin and Francis sterling silver enamel 
tractor ci/fflinfcs. £315, from Michael Jones, will 
be the perfect gift 


CHRISTMAS IN THE FOUR SHIRES 


Whether the man you 
are buying for is a city 
lover or a country gent 
there's plenty of ideas 
to keep him happy this 

A - > . — 


Christmas. Choose from 
stylish, contemporary 
designer clothing 
and accessories from 
Revival or Union, head 
to William Powell for 
country inspiration, 
or to Michael Jones 
for the best quality 
jewellery. All are based 
in Banbury. 

far left, from top: 

Tommy Hifflger jumper, 
£1QG; and navy suit 
from a selection of 
formal wear, both from 
the super collection 
of clothing and 
accessories, as well 
as formal wear, at 
Union Menswear, 19A 
Parsons Street Banbury 
0X16 5LY, www. 
unionmenswear.co.uk 

main image, inset below 
left and below: clothing 
and outdoor accesories, 
all from William Powell, 
Tramway, Banbury 0X16 
5TD f www.williampowell. 


above, from left: Art Gatfery 60's 

inspired jumper £65; Prerfy Green 
Polka Dot Shirt, £65: Religion "Noirex H 
coat. £165, off from ReWvai 196 
Parsons Street. Banbury 













































FOUR SHIRES EVENTS 


Spring Season af 


Banbury’s 



Arts Centre 


Four Shires caught up with 
The Mill's Artistic Director, 
Georgia Geary ahead of 
the launch of the latest 
season to find out what’s fn 
store in the New Year, 

What are you most excited 
about in the new season? 

Dance is becoming 
something of a specialism 



for The Mill, and there are 
two companies that I'm 
particularly looking forward 
to bringing to Banbury. 
Body Po/rfic will explore 
father and son relationships 
combining hip-hop with 
poetry to take a look at 
mental health issues in 
Father Figurine IPs also 
great to have Yorke Darrce 
Projecf (right) back at The 
Mill, and we are thrilled 
that guest dancer Romany 
Pajdak is on release from 
the Royal Ballet to perform 
as a guest artist in their 
triple bill - Twenty Years. 

What would you 
recommend for someone 
to try who's not a regular 
r theatre-goer’? 



Something completely 
different like Thrown: it s 
ultimately about growing 
up and losing one's 
childhood - but presented 
in a truly unique and 
thought-provoking way 
using wireless headphones 
and soundscapes, Or then 
there's Super Happy Story - 
a hilarious cabaret musical 
quite simply about how It s 
OK to not be OK, 


What might people be 
surprised to see in the 
programme? 

We've recently 
re-introduced film, and 
been getting some great 
feedback to boot from 
our audiences. Thanks 
to a grant from the 
Independent Cinema 
Office, we J re focusing on 
Independent titles as well 
as much-loved classics 
and our film club offers the 
opportunity to discuss ideas 
for future screenings. 

How would you sum up the 
season? 

ft sounds a little cliched, 
but we do actually aim for 
something for everyone. 
There's great music from 
Paul Young and ios 
Pacaminos and comedy 
from the likes of Sfeve 
Bugeja and Bm/ly Alack 
(left) and not forgetting 
families with Tom Thumb and 
the Inimitable Tweedy. • 



. * 

THEATRE 
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The West End At Christmas 

Thu 13 Dec @2:30 & 7:30 


MUSIC 


FAMILY 


1 


ff4Ju 


SPRING 
BROCHURE 
OUT NOW! 


Thu 31 Jan @ 730 


f The Mil! Arts Centre 
If @TheMi!IBanbury 
in @TheMillArtsCentre 


Tom Thumb 


Wed 20 Feb @ 2:00 



** fs- 

■ 



Albion Christmas Band 


Sat 22 Dec @ 7:30 



Banbury 0X16 5QE 

www.themillartscentre.co.uk 

Box Office 01295 279002 
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CulinttTl 


Neva Culinary Affairs 
iffers a private room for up to 
10 guests where you can enjoy 
the delicious festive menu; 

all served around 
one beautifully large table. 
Share die joy of a friendly 
atmosphere and stop 
the busy hours rushing by 
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Please book at least 5 days m advance! 
Please call us on 01295 279 266 or 
email i nfo@ nevaculinary,co.uk 
to check availability* 
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Culinary Affaire 
ww. n evac 11 1 L nn ry.co, \ ] Ic 


Unit4, White Lion WUk 
64-65 I ligh Street 
Banbury,OXO N 
0X16 5jj 







FOOD AND DRINK. 


HOOK NORTON CRAFT FAIR 


A NEW CHAPTER FOR THE 


The annual Hook Norton Craft Fair has 
raised a fabulous £6,480 for St Peter's 
Church funds. 

Tireless organiser Jan Hughes said: 

"The crafts people , for which it 

was their first year attending , were 
amazed at the huge numbers of 
visitors - about 1.500 people came fo 
browse and buy and generally enjoy 
the wonderful array of fust class work 
available/' 



GEORGE INN AT BRAILES 

Say hello to 
Rob MacRae, 
With 17 years' 
experience In 
the hospitality 
industry, Rob 
decided to make 
his dream a 
reality and take over The George /nn, 
in Brailes, From working around the 
world, Rob has now settled in Brailes 
and has created brilliant, exciting 
new menus. He has also started 
redecorating the entire pub to offer 
the best dining experience possible. 

You will often see Rob darting around 
In his chef's whites or joining his 





friendly and bubbly team in serving 
drinks or waiting on tables. 

This thriving pub provides locally 
sourced food, good quality drinks 
and fantastic rooms for an overnight 
stay. The George is perfect for any 
occasion, can accommodate any 
sized party and it is family and dog 
friendly tool Wednesday night is Curry 
Night, There is a delightful set menu 
and the ever popular £10 Fish Friday 
comes with the promise to supply 
you with excellent fresh, homemade 
food, a tremendous selection of 
beverages and wonderful service 
with a smile. 

This Is a new chapter for The George 
Inn and they look forward to 
welcoming you to their lovely publ 

Call 01608 685788 




BREWERY 

* 

A 




MONDAY - SATURDAY 
9.00am - 5.00pm 

SUNDAY 

10.00am - 4.00pm 


TO BOOK A 
BREWERY TOUR 

CALL: 

01608 730384 

EMAIL: 

BREWERY@HD0KY.C0.UK 

ONLINE: 

wyjw.hooky.co.uk/book 


THERE’S MORE THAN 

JUST BEER HERE! 


Hook Norton Brewery, Brewery Lane, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X15 5NY 
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FOOD AND DRINK 


whaf to make 




over 



Christmas wifi be over in a flash, but after all the 
preparations, planning and endless days in the kitchen, 
you'll have a fridge bursting with leftovers. Short of putting 
on a 'Bridget Jones' style turkey curry buffet, the next 
challenge will be making sure all that food doesn’t go to 
waste. So here are a few ideas of what to do with it all,,. 


PERFECT PIE 



This is a great way to use 
up all the turkey and ham - 
and everyone will like it! 

30g butter 

1 targe onion r chopped 
450g mushrooms, sliced 
275ml cream 
100ml chicken stock 
675g cooked turkey 
and ham, cut into 
chunks 

1 tbsp chopped 
tarragon 

puff pastry, rolled 
out fairly thinly, 
enough to cover 
the pie (and 
more to line the 
tin if that's how 
you like it - you'll 
need to pre cook 
the case in the 
tin for 10 minutes 
before putting the 
filling in). 

Pre-heat the oven 
to 230*0. 

Melt the butter in 
a big pan r add the 
onion, season with 
salt and pepper and 
cook until the onions are 
softened. 

Add the mushrooms to the 
onions, together with the 
cream and stock and 
bring to the boil. 

Simmer gently for 
several minutes 
until it starts to 
thicken. 

Stir in the 
meat, then 
pour into a 
baking dish, 
or into a pre¬ 


cooked pie case. Cover 
with puff pastry and make 
a small incision in the top 
to let steam escape. 

Bake In the oven for 10 
minutes, then turn the heal 
down to 200°C and bake 
for a further 20 minutes. 

CHEESEBOARD MAC AND 
CHEESE 

Warming, comforting 
and delicious, this is the 
nicest way to use up the 
cheeseboard! 

35Gg pasta shapes 

2 tbsp butter 

1 garlic clove, crushed 
1 tsp grainy mustard 
1 tsp cayenne pepper 

3 tbsp plain flour 
500ml milk 

250g mix of any cheeses 
you still have around, plus 
extra grated hard cheese 
for the topping 

Cook the pasta, drain and 
set aside. 

Melt the butter in a 
saucepan, add the garlic, 
mustard and cayenne 
pepper and cook for a 
minute. Add the flour and 
stir to make a paste, then 
gradually pour in the milk, 
whisking all the time. 

Return to the heat and 
cook until thickened, then 
add the cheeses, stir until 
melted, and fold in the 
pasta. 

W 


Heat oven to 18CTC. Tip 
the pasta into a baking 
dish, and top with grated 
cheese, then bake for 25- 
30 mins, until golden. 

BUBBLE AND SQUEAK 

A traditional way to finish 

off the veg - and still one of 
the best, 

1 mashed potato 
1 cabbage cooked or 
leftover cooked sprouts, 
leeks, brocolll or anything 
you like really! 

1 onion finely chopped 

1 large egg, beaten 

2 tbs plain flour 
Salt and pepper 

Combine all the veg with 
the mashed potato. Slowly 
add beaten egg until 
mixture is just wet enough 
to form into patties. Toss the 
patties in flour, fry on a hot 
griddle or in a frying pan 
until brown and crisp. 


60 




lOL R SHIRKS DECEMBER 201B 














FOOD AND DRINK 



Premier Northamptonshire 
wedding venue Crockwell 
Farm has announced that 
they will be partnering with 
2018 UK Wedding Award 
Caterers of the Year, Ross 
and Ross Events, They will 
become sole caterers in 
2020 after current caterers 
The Chopping Slock move 
on to concentrate on their 
own projects at the end of 
2019. 

Catering for weddings and 
events since 2011 Ross and 
Ross, based In Chipping 
Norton has grown a small 
but dedicated team of 
excellent chefs with a 
passion for seasonal and 
exceptional food as well as 
a fantastic front of house 
team. 

Head chef and Director, 
Ross Whttmlll has a simple 
and unfussy approach 
to cooking: producing 
delicious dishes using 
fresh, local and seasonal 
ingredients, His menus offer 
great choice and depth: 
from elegant fine dining 
through to relaxed feasting, 
festival style barbeques 
and mouth watering 
evening snacking. 




Ross Is currently developing 
menus tailored to 
Crockwell clients, which 
will soon be available to 
view. A three course sit 
down meal will be priced 
from £48 per person, with 
children catered for from 
£15.50 and evening food 
starting at £3.50., 

As has always been 
paramount, Crockwel! 
couples will be very 
welcome to create their 
own bespoke menus. Ross 
and Ross are at heart, 
dedicated foodies and 
relish the challenge of 
working with clients to 
create a meal personal 
to the couple and their 
experiences. 

If you would like to discuss 
your wedding catering, 
please don r t hesitate 
to contact the team on 
e vents@rossa n drosseven ts. 
CO.uk or 01608 645503. 

Ross and Ross will also 
be present at both the 
December (3rd) and 
February (18th) Open 
Evenings at the venue. 


Crockwell Farm 
announces exc 
new catering 
partnership 






wunu away 

Exclusively yours over Lhree days with nine bedrooms, 
beautiful oak vaulted barn, pretty gardens and a very 
experienced team. 

Privately owned and licensed for wedding ceremonies 
both inside and outdoors. 

We’d love to show you around Crockwell 

Call us on 01327 361353 crockwell farm, co.uk 
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FOOD AND DRINK. 



he Fox at Chipping Norto 




| r d forgotten quite how nice it is 
to go out to lunch! We all know 
that ladies do lunch, but the 
traditional Friday afternoon lunch 
for gentlemen seems to have 
become less popular over the 
past few years... This is something 
I am going to put right - and Im 
happy to say 1 started the revival 
with a trip to Chipping Norton, 
following a visit to Hey thro p Park 
near Enstone. 

lt J s no secret that Hook Norton 
beer is one my all time favourites 
and handily, the brewery has a 
super little restaurant where you 
can get hold of some delicious 
food - good breakfasts Included, 

I am always on the lookout for 
other good dining establishments 
that feature my favourite beer and 
it looks like I have found another, 
based in the Increasingly popular 
and trendy Chipping Norton. 



CHIPPING NORTON 


Viflb 


Weekly Specials - Burger Night, Mid-Week Mussels, Chophouse, Friday Fizz! 

Dog Friendly, Fabulous Sunday Lunches, Live Music 


Lunch from £19.95 
Dinner from £24.95 


\ Free Bottle of Prosecco 
\ for all parties of S j 
or more ^ 


Ofiening Times: 

Mon - Thurs - Sam - 11pm 
Fri - Sat Sam - Midnight 
Sun - 9am * 10pm 


Market Place, Chipping Norton 
T: 01608 638535 | E: enquines@foxchippingnorton.co.uk j w 
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FOOD AND DRINK 



Last month we featured an atelier 
coffee grinder based in the Cots wo Id 
town, well now there's a pub 
restaurant that has the similar J feei 
good' factor, The Fox, found next to 
the town hall In Chippy. 

The Fox is a traditional 16th century 
inn situated in the centre of Chipping 
Norton's historic market place 
boasting fantastic cask ales and the 
best in British food. Upstairs they have 
10 individually themed bedrooms 
should you wish to stay the night - 
or plan a trip to any of the nearby 
attractions. 

Chipping Norton, at 700ft, is the 
highest town in Oxfordshire and 
regarded as one of the “gateways" 
to the Cotswolds. It can also be 
rather chilly and I'm glad to say that 
on the day I visited The fox there was 
a roaring fire crackling in the grate. 

There's always one thing that either 
makes or breaks a good meal and 


I am happy to say that the little 
difference made at The Fox was 
that the squid i had for my starter 
{it s listed as calamarl on the menu) 
included the tentacles! 

Anyone who has prepared their 
own squid for a meal will have 
marvelled at the way the tentacles 
shrivel up and wriggle in the frying 
pan, looking like they are still alive. 

Of course, they're not - they're just 
shrinking - they do however, taste 
wonderful once flash fried-easily as 
good as the hoops prepared from 
the main body. I just loved the fact 
that the squid at The Fox included 
the tentacles... who in their right 
mind would discard them? Perhaps 
it shows that very often the calamarl 
that one eats at lesser establishments 
is grabbed straight from the freezer... 
they definitely weren't at The Fox. 

Having enjoyed my squid ! went 
with the house burger for my main 


- it was as good as a burger could 
be, the beef nicely J gamey', the 
bun in a brioche style and the 
accompaniments ample. 

I enjoyed a very good pint of Hook 
Norton best to go alongside the meal. 

There was a copy of The Times with a 
preview of the weekend's rugby - the 
crossword had been filled in already, 
but you can't really have everything! 

Becky Simms and Archie Reid 
(pictured above) did a brilliant job 
looking after the diners... 

1 can't recommend the place 
enough! • 






FOt k SHIRES DECEMBER 20 18 


63 






















FOOD AND DRINK. 


Shipton and 
Shortbread 

six generations 

of milling 


F WP Matthews Mill at Shipton under 
Wychwood is the largest, family 
owned, independent working 
mill in the Four Shires, and a beautiful 
piece of our Industrial and agricultural 
heritage. 

The fact that the mill is still in operation 
and thriving today is largely thanks to 
the enormous energy and personality 
of Bertie Matthews, 27 who is the sixth 
generation of the family to work in the 


Nestled in the Evenlode Valley, trains 
from Paddington go whizzing past 
the mill front yard. Not so very long 
ago, flour was hauled directly by train 
from the mill to Huntley and Palmer in 
Reading, Peek Frean In Bermondsey 
and Jacobs Bakery In Dublin for 
making biscuits, 

A horse and cart loaded with up to 
eight tonnes of flour would carry the 
sacks across the yard to the train vans 
marked * Return to Shipton Station' to 
begin their journey. The last delivery 
was made by train in the 1950's. 

Now the flour is transported by lorry 
and the liveried trucks (low carbon 
and emissions) can be seen around 
the Four Shires delivering to local 
community shops and delis, the Co-op, 
Waltrose and most recently, AldL 





The type of soft flour used for biscuit 
making is still milled at Shipton under 
Wychwood, and high quality patisserie 
flour tor the trade is a hallmark of the 
mill but its best selling flour is Cotswold 
Crunch (this is what you might make 
a granary loaf with) and Eight Grain. 
Both are premium flours perfect for 
artisan baking, 

We took a tour of the mill with Bertie to 
find out how milling has changed and 
his role In securing the future of the mill. 

The first step in milling is probably the 
most stressful, he explains. Before the 
grain can be accepted it has to be 
tested. Wheat is bought from the 
farmer against a set specification, the 
most important of which Is the protein 
level. 

As it Is with all traditional mills the 
expertise lies in the experience. At the 
Matthews mill that comes in the form 
of Paul, Bertie's Dad, who does most of 
the wheat buying, and can tell a good 
quality grain by the weight and look 
of it in his hands. Nowadays scientific 
equipment has to be used as well, 
housed in a laboratory at the mill. 

The stress comes from the waiting 
while a delivery of grain is tested. 



Samples are drawn from the load, 
still in the truck, and if it doesn't meet 
the specification then it can't be 
transferred to the mill silos and the lorry 
has to leave, still loaded. Grain which 
isn't high enough quality may be used 
by other flour millers or used for animal 
feed. 

This summer, being so dry, was actually 
very good for local grain grown across 
the four shires, producing a higher level 
of protein. The wheat in this picture 
had perhaps the smallest transport 
footprint in the UK, going two miles 
from the fields following the River 
Evenlode to the mill at the bottom of 
the valley, 

Bertie takes us to the mill roof top and 
the amazing views across the valley. 
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He explains that mills are tall because 
the grain travels up and down the mill 
as it is processed, becoming finer at 
each stage as it moves from the top to 
the bottom. As a gravity fed process, 
height really matters. 

The very first step in making flour is 
literally sorting out the wheat from the 
chaff. 

The grain is then conditioned, to 
make sure it has the correct moisture 
content to enable the bran to be 
separated from the endosperm, the 
part which forms the white part of the 
flour. 

After conditioning, the grain is then 
gristed {where the expression 'all grist 
to the mill' comes from) with different 
grains blended to create the desired 
blend. This Is an important part of 
the craft of milling where flours such 
as Matthews Cotswoid Crunch and 
Eight Grain get their particular flavour, 
texture and baking quality. 

The grain then has to be broken down 
Into flour and this is done either by 
grinding with stone or rolling between 
heavy metal plates. 

Inside this round machine are two 
large round stone mills, this milling 
process Is the same method that has 


been used since stoneground milling 
was invented. 

This machine is one of the rollers, 
for flour which isn't stoneground. 

Roller mill flour is made combing 
modern technology with traditional 
techniques. Patisserie flour and 
Cotswoid pizza flour are good 
examples of premium flour made from 
the rolling process. 

One of the ways bread achieves its 
rise Is through the actions of enzymes 
in the flour, and these enzymes come 
in part from the actual atmosphere of 
the mill. At Matthews mill, unlike many 
large-scale industrial mills, the miller 
can actually open up the equipment 
and check the look and feel of the 
grain. 

Its these sorts of touches which help 
the flour to take in the atmosphere of 
the Individual mill, and are transmitted 
Into the bread. 

[he grain is then sieved, which 
separates the different parts of 
the groin kernels, including the 
bran, aleurone layers, germ and 
endosperm. The protein Is found in the 
gluten, which gives bread its stretch. 

On the ground floor, flour is sieved into 
bags for each range. 



Botches of flour and recipes on the 
bags are tested in the mill kitchen. 

The on-site baker, Mark Woodgote, 
has won two bronze and one silver 
award In the World Baking Awards for 
his bread, made only from Matthews 
Cotswoid flour. 

Flour milling Is a fiercely competitive 
industry. There are now just 53 mills in 
the UK and this will probably drop to 50 
otter Rank Hovis sold some of its mills 
this summer. 

Bertie is determined that the Matthews 
mill will be here for the next generation. 
He has the support of his father Paul 
with 45 years milling experience, a 
determined, loyal workforce and his 
family heritage to draw on. As one of 
eight children there’s no shortage of 
family members to call on for advice! • 

h Matthews Flour Mill: 2: From combine 
to lorry to mill; 3: Bertie with a bag of 

flour; 4: Testing the flour moisture, protein, 
wieght and gluten 5: Paul and Bertie.. Soho 
Farmhouse 6 : Paul Matthews testing grain 
the old fashioned way; 7: The stone ground 
mill machines: 8: Sorting the wheat from the 
chaff 9: Socks off chaff: 10: Checking the 
flour coming through the rollers 
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2 Church Lane. Banbury. Oxon . 0X16 SLR 
Tel: 01295 262387 . Fax: 01295 262387 

www.stevebeltsbutchers.co.uk 


m- 1 A r.imilv Butt hersl MltittMKKfmMKR 

CHRISTMAS OFFERS! 

XMAS XM AS POULT RY DELUXE 

HAMPER HAMPER 

. 14 lbs Fresh Turkc 

Local Barn Reared or 

Turkey 6 lbs Boneless 

£4.29 per lb Turkey (fj| 

Peach croft Farm Crown ^ 

—" Free Ranee 4 lbs To P side 

77 h [ee Kange Beef Roast 

Oxfordshire Geese 4 ||, s Gammon Join 
£6.49 per lb 4 lbs Loin of 


5 lbs Boneless 
§5 v Turkey Crown 

and 

3lbs Topside Beef 

3 lbs Gammon Joint 
3 lb Loin Pork Roast 
1 lb Back Bacon 
1 lb Pork 
Sausage Meat 


Creedy Carver Free 
Range Duckling 
£2.49 per lb 


Free Range Bronze 
Turkey 
£6.49 per lb 


Free Range 
Cotswold Cockerels 
£4.49 per lb 


01295 262387 ' m\ 

2 Church Lane, Banbury 0X16 5LR 


Pleased to meet you! 

...and meat to please you! 


Caldecott 

* FARMS# 


Caldecott 

* FARMS# 
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wfh David Williams 

Connect uvrfh Dav/d: 
www. Ihepottingshed. co. uk 
twitter@pottingshedl 
Inslagram - fhe_poft/ng_shed_ufc 
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prick them out into small 
individual pots again in good 
multi purpose compost and 
grow on in as much light as 
possible. 

And why not add some 
colour by your front door to 
give your visitors a colourful 
welcome to your home. Pots 
are a great way to do this. 

Try planting some up with 
cyclamen, violas and heather 
for example. You could 
even add a festive bow or 
some baubles to make them 
more Christmassy if you wish. 

You could even add some 
hanging baskets with lots of 
variegated ivy dangling over 
the edges and cyclamen 
and violas in the centre. 

Don r t forget that to make 
the Christmas wreath for the 
front door you don't have to 
use conifer and holly - any 
greenery you have In the 
garden can be used. You 
can get the wire frame from hobby shops or 
florists or the traditional way is to 
bend some hazel or willow into a 
circle. Any leftover greenery that 
you have cut can be used to add 
a bit of greenery around the house 
such as above the fireplace or on 
window sills. 


V 






_ 
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above: C hast felon 
House , pari of the 
National Trust 


Finally, why not get the whole family 
a present this Christmas with a family 
membership to the National Trust 
that offers a whole year's worth of 
days out for you to enjoy together. 


Hope you all have a great 
Christmas. • 


DECEMBER IN THE GARDEN 

D ecember signals the end of another 
year. It r s a time for parties and 
celebrations but let's not forget the 
garden. It is surprising what there is to do at 
this time of year. 

There is of course the never-ending task of 
sweeping up leaves and twigs that keep on 
blowing in from surrounding gardens and 
fields. It Is always a good time however, to 
give the garden, especially the pavement 
outside your house, a sweep just before your 
Christmas guests arrive, 

December is still a good time to move plants 
around the garden if they have grown too 
big or the colours don't match. Whether it Is 
a shrub or perennial, they can now be safely 
moved. Get as big a root ball as you can and 
move them straight to their new position to 
give them the best possible start in their new 
home. 

If you are planning on entering your local 
show next year then Boxing Day is the 
traditional day to sow your big onions. These 
will need sowing in a shallow pot or a small 
seed tray. On your window silt, or ideally 
in a heated greenhouse, sow them thinly 
into good quality seed compost, keeping 
them moist at all times. Once germinated 
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aarden events 


EVENLEY WOOD GARDENS 

EverWey, Northamptonshire NN13 5SH 
(Top rrghy 

• Christmas weekends, 15th r 16th 
and 22nd, 23rd December 10am - 
6pm 

Take a break from all the shopping 
with a stroll around Evenley wood, 
following their winter walk, Spend 
time with your family in the crisp 
winter air, finish off with a glass of 
mulled wine and some Christmas 
treats in the pavilion. 


WATERPERRY 

GARDENS 


Near Wheatley , 

Oxfordshire 
(befow right) 

• Christmas wreath making. 9th 
December, lOam-lpm 

Learn how to create your own 
Christmas door wreath, which 
can also be used as a candle 
arrangement for your dining table on 
Christmas Day! £45. Email flowers® 
flowersoxfordshire.co.uk 


WHILTON LOCKS GARDEN VILLAGE 

Whliton, Daventry NA/T7 2NH 

• Christmas cupcake decorating, 

2nd December, 10.3Gam-11,30am 

Traditional, retro os uber modern 
- get hands-on with this fun event 
tailored for all ages and abilities. 
£4.99 per decorator. 


• Breakfast with Santa, 15th and 22nd 
December, TQam 

Enjoy a wonderful festive breakfast 
with Santa, Each child will receive 
a personalised letter Inviting them 
along for breakfast to meet him and 
collect a handmade gift. Tickets 
£12,95 per person. 

www.evenfeywoodgarden.co.uk 


• Find Santa s reindeer, until 23rd 
December, during opening hours 

Help Rudolph find his friends who 
are lost alt around the gardens 
and then collect your Christmas 
prize! £2 per child. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult for whom 
the garden entrance fee applies. 

www. wa f erp erry g a rde ns.co.uk 


www.wlgv.co.uk 
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PILE & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 
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Husqvama Automower 


Yamaha VFM90R Small In Size, Big In Fun 



I ot F-’C-tn' 01-1 
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Aspen Alkylate Petrol 
Follow us on 




CAU5I* 

IStfl Butmr 


IW I 



Stovax/Gazco Traditional & Contemporary Stoves 


Calor Gas Morris Oils 
(Collection Only) & lubricants 


FIR TREE FARM,WAR MINGTON, BANBURY 0X171JL. TEL; 01295 211790. MON-FRI 0AM-5PM.SAT8.3OAM-12WOON.WWW.FTJPILE.CO.uk 
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NICHOLSONS 

The Parle, North Aston, Oxfordshire 
0X25 6HL (above) 

• Christmas Fair, 1st December, 
10am-6pm 

Enjoy o lovely day filled with 
entertainment, food, drink and 
artisan-inspired shopping, from 
decorations and tree accessories 
sold in the Christmas shop, to the 
handcrafted Rosara furniture and the 
local artisans selling their wares, 

www, nic h oiso mg b.com 




STOWE 

LANDSCAPE 

GARDENS 


Buckingham, MKTS 5EG 
(befow left) 

• Christmas at Stowe, Open daily 
excluding 24lh and 25th December 


-Jr 


Enjoy a relaxed season of homemade 
and traditional events. With an 
advent calendar in the landscape, 
crisp winter walks, Christmas meals, 
carols and a festive shopping 
season to choose from, there' s 
an opportunity to escape the 21st 
century world. Winter is the perfect 
time to see the gardens glisten with 
crisp frost and mist drifting across the 
lakes. 



www, n a flona I frus f, org , u k 

BELL PLANTATION 

Wafting Street, Towcester NN12 6GX 
(right) 

• Tea with Santa 19th, 20th and 21st 
December 3.30pm-5pm 

Tuck into a delicious homemade tea 
whilst Santa checks the children's list! 
Every child wilt receive a smatl gift, 
and if time allows, read a short story. 
£15 per child. Limited availabitity. Call 
01327 354126 to book. 




This chainsaw is designed to reduce vibrations, 
making it more comfortable to operate. Perfect for 
cutting firewood, for building work and for felling 


small trees. 



FARDL 

LIMITED 


Rycote Lane Farm. Mi lion 
Common, Qxon, 0X9 2NZ 

Tat: 01844 278843 


Boddingion Rd, Byfield. 
N'hamptonshire, NN11 6FL 

Tel: 01327 264844 


f FaubDsk.com/FarolLcd a lnstaqrain.com/FarolLtd * Tivitter.com/FarolLtd 



Garden Centre, Cafe and Antiques 


Fres 


Door Wreaths 


Lights and Decorations 


Tuesdays in December open until 7pm. 

Free visits to Father Christmas Sat 8th and Sun 9th December 2pm-4pm 


fc Bam Farm Plants 

•'Garden Centre 


Upper Wardington 

Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SN 

01295 


Mon to Sat 9am- 5pm 
Sunday 10am-4pm 


barnfarmplants. 


Christmas Trees 




Christmas 
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Christmas 
Homes and Gardens 

at the garden lovers’ garden centre 




www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk 


A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing 
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts 


& CHRISTMAS TREES & 
* HOLLY WREATHS $ 

# Christmas Gifts * 
Artisan Glassware $ 

^ Autumn Bedding Plants # 
^ Wild Bird Care # 




■ 


TEDDY BEAR 
LOVERS! 
See our 
extensive 
range of bears 
on display, 
including 
colleciables 
and cuddly 
companions 


A world of i^/iofcc 


on A423 Southam Road Open six days a week 

nr Farnborough Tues-Sat: 9am-5pm 

Banbury 0X17 1 EL Sun:10.3Qam-4.3Qpm 

01295 690479 Open bank holiday Mondays 


We will be closed from 25th December until 2nd January 


WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WONT COST THE EARTH 



George Fenemore reverts fo more traditional fare for 
his Christmas meal as he discovers that Christmas 
may be coming, buf there's no sign of the goose 
getting fat! 


Well that's another one 
done. 2018 will go down in 
the annals of farming as a 
very mixed bag, with the 
beast from the east and 
the short beast from the 
south, followed by run off 
flooding in April and then a 
prolonged drought which 
took the grass off and 
reduced the grain harvest! 

As t put this together we 
are still very short of grass 
for the ewe flocks with 
none of the normal autumn 
"flush' in the river volley. 
They are holding their own, 
however, but will need to 
be inside before Christmas 
and on their twice a day 
meals on wheels service 
to keep their condition for 
lambing, We are therefore 
in for a long winter 

I hove been o flock master 
for more years than I care 
to remember but this has 
been the worst of them 
and we have more of the 
last spring's lambs to 'finish' 
than ever before. We have, 
as part of our farming 
rotation, always grown 
cover crops and root crops; 
these consist of mustard, 



clover, vetches, stubble 
turnips and forage rape 
and the roaming "store 
lambs' are tucking into it 
with some relish. 

We lost all but some 12 
acres of our planned oil 
seed rape crops to the 
Cabbage Stem Flea Beetle. 
This acreage has been 
taken out and replanted 
with wheat - something 
that will make a mess of 
our cropping rotation and 
have considerable effects 
on the bees and other 
pollinating insects next 
Spring as they come out of 
hibernation. 

The remaining 12 acres 
may be enough to recover 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 



Domestic & Commercial 
Groundcare Machinery 





Shenington Airfield Tel 01295-680711 
bruce@brucehopkms.co uk 
www brucehopkins.co.uk 
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the cost of the work and 
seed of the lost 120 acres. 
The main debate in the 
farm office however, is that, 
with the ever increasing 
demands of the ‘green 
lobby’, do we take it out 
of the rotation altogether? 
Oil seed rape and oil can 
be (and is) imported from 
crops grown with agri- 
technology that we are 
banned from using, but 
we must alt dance to the 
‘organ grinders' monkey! 

Ail of the winter sown 
crops are looking good. 

The cover crops and root 
land will be planted with 
spring barley - with any luck 
before the start of lambing. 
This would mean that we 
would be able to abide by 
the three-crop rule. 

Just what rules will be in 
place at the end of March 
Is open to debate, as the 
organ grinder has not 
come clean on the matter 
as yet, even if he knows 
himself. 

A few weeks ago, 1 
attended what coufd be 
described as a ‘fringe 1 
meeting of the real Oxford 
farming conference, to 
discuss the effects of the 
EU divorce and the new 
agricultural policy. There 
were 25 of us sat round the 
table. This included four 


farmers, one agricultural 
advisor and three members 
of the local clergy. The 
remainder were ‘very 
bright 1 young academics 
from any number of 
’interested 1 environmental 
groups, with no ‘hands 
on’ experience of tand 
management. 

Their perception of the 
’real’ needs of farming 
and food production was 
breathtaking, with one 
charming young lady from 
the Sustain organisation, 
berating we farmers for the 
degradation of our soils 
with no perception of the 
effects of the 1995 land 
tenure act. 

So a little history lesson is 
needed, Before the 1948 
agricultural holdings act, 
a tenant farmer 
had no security of 
tenure and could 
be put off of 
their farm at very 
short notice. The 
1948 agriculture 
holdings act 
(AHA) gave the 
possibility of a 
three generation 
tenancy 
something 
that gave the 
incentive to build 
up the fertility 
of the land. I 
hold Home Farm 
under on AHA 
tenancy, in fact. 

In 1986 the act 


was ‘’tweaked” but the 
three generation element 
remained. 

Then 1995 saw the advent 
of the FBT (Farm Business 
Tenancy) an FBT had a 
limited lifetime with the 
average being five years. 
This also gave the landlord 
the opportunity to divorce 
the farmhouse, plus the 
odd pony paddock, away 
from the farm and let it on 
the open market. So most 
of the 'bare' land went to 
next-door farmers wishing 
to increase their holdings 
with no need of the house 
or buildings. This left the 
new entrant who needed 
to live over the shop 1 
little chance of affording 
a tenancy and that's the 
problem. It takes many 
years of farming to build up 
fertility and it simply can't 
be done in five yeors. So 
you take what you can, 
knowing that you may 
hove to give up the land in 


five years. Therefore it has 
become a case of “grab it 
and run 1 crop production, 
not true farming. 

Christmas is coming and 
the goose is getting fat. 
Unfortunately with the ‘big 
dry’ the geese and ducks 
hove not returned os yet 
to the river volley and we 
may have to revert to more 
traditional fare for the 
Christmas meal. 

Just what the winter 
gods have in store for us 
is unknown but J have 
been told that 'northern' 
swans (Bewick Swans) 
hove returned south and 
I have already seen a 
number of fieldfare and 
red wings feeding on the 
farm so perhaps they know 
something we don't. The 
other 'missing 1 bird that has 
not come back as yet is the 
golden plover, but we will 
need a ‘big we’ for them 
to arrive. 
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HOMES AND INTERIORS 



MARTIN GRANT HOMES 
LAUNCHES NEW PHASE 
AT BUCKTON FIELDS IN 
NORTHAMPTON 

Martin Grant Homes has 
launched the third phase 
of homes at its Buckton 
Fields development in 
Northampton. The new 
collection will see a total of 
50 two, three, four and five 
bedroom homes. 

A total of 12 different house 
types will be launched In 
the new phase at Buckton 
Fields. The two,, three, four 
and five bedroom homes 
enjoy a variety of layouts 
and designs to provide 
wide ranging choice for 
buyers. 


WARWICKSHIRE LEADS 
THE WAY TO HELP CARE 
LEAVERS INTO HOMES OF 
THEIR OWN 

A pioneering new project 
to help young people 
leaving care move Into 
sustainable, long term 
housing is rolling out across 
Warwickshire. 

'The House Project' is 
funded by the Department 
for Education, and 
schemes are being set 
up in selected locations 
across the country, 
including Warwickshire and 
Oxfordshire. 

Care leavers are often 
at a disadvantage when 
it comes to finding their 
own home and the 
House Project alms to 
change this by helping to 
refurbish and decorate 
their new home as well as 
developing training and 
support packages for each 
individual. 


PLANS PROGRESS AT MAJOR HOUSING AND 
EMPLOYMENT SITE 

Plans which would deliver up to 1,500 homes and over 
750 jobs in south east Bicester have advanced with an 
important council planning decision. 

Cherwell District Council's planning committee has 
agreed to support an application for outline planning 
permission on a site south east of Wretchwick Way. 

The development would feature seven hectares of 
employment land and a primary school. As required by 
Policy Bicester 72 in the adopted Local P/an, 30% of the 
dwellings provided will be affordable housing. 




A bad first impression is difficult to reverse, 
so it is vitally important to ensure that 
external presentation is appealing to potential 
purchasers. People make fast judgements 
about the inside of a property from the external 
view. If a property is lacking kerb appeal, a 
prospective purchaser could be lost before they 
even get through the front door. 

So, what can be done to increase the instant 
appeal of a property? It goes without saying 
that the area should be free of weeds and 
litter, but there are things that can be done 
beyond a simple general tidy-up to encourage a 
favourable response. 


The entrance to the house is the focal point of 
kerb appeal and so front doors should be well 
painted in a style that is both in keeping with 
the property and likely to appeal to your buyers. 
Similarly, door furniture should be attractive, 
well maintained and congruent to the home. 

A striking and attractive door can create an 
aspiration at appeal that will really encourage 
viewings. 

Windows need to be dean and the 
frames should be in good condition and 
complementary to the front door and general 
look of the property. The fagade needs to be 
well maintained. We would always suggest 


that any necessary repairs to masonry and 
pointing have been carried out, and that any 
less than attractive brickwork is painted 
or otherwise disguised. Guttering and 
roofing should be appropriately maintained. 
Pathways should be swept and free f rom 
leaves and debris. 

Whether the property has a front garden or not., 
greenery and an attractive display of carefully 
chosen plants and flowers will really increase 
aesthetic appeal. It's easy to see that with 
imagination and just a small investment, kerb 
appeal can be maximised to ensure that the 
all-important first impression is a positive one. 


For further information contact Matthew at matthew.allen@fishergernnan.co.uk - 01295 271555 - fishergerman.co.uk 


The old adage first impressions 
count 11 is perhaps seldom more apt 
than when selling a house - and 
whether buyers are looking online, 
have seen an advert in the press 
or have spotted a for sale board 
outside your property, it is highly 
likely that the first thing they will 
see is the exterior of your home. 
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® Marston St Lawrence, 
Oxon/Northants borders 



Extended property in delightful hidden 
rural position 


- 3 reception rooms, kitchen/breafast room 

■ Conservatory, utility, cellar, 5 bedrooms 

- Outbuilding offeri n g potentia I 

■ Garden, grounds, pond, about 1.25 acres 

- EPC rating E 



Guide price - £1,195,000 





South Newington, Oxfordshire 


Spacious modern single-storey home in 
popular village 



■ Spacious sitting room, dining room 

■ Kitchen/breakfast room, utility room 

■ 6 bedrooms (2 en-suite) 

■ Garage, gardens, in all about 0.6 acre 
- EPC rating D 

Guide price - £335,000 
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Byfield, Northamptonshire 


Golden opportunity 


£ 


Fabulous rural setting 

Farmhouse in need of repair 

Farm buildings with potential, very private location 

Pastureland, in all about 56.57 acres 

Guide price - £1,700,000 



Adderbury, Oxfordshire 


Fabulous family home in sought after location 


£ 


Kitchen/breakfast room, 3 reception, rooms 
4 double bedrooms (3 ensuite) 

Double garage, flat above, garden house 
Swimming pool, gardens, about 0.81 acre 

Guide pri ce - £ 1,200,000 EPC: C 



SOLO IN 2018 


Shutford, Oxfordshire 


Appealing cottage for improvement 

■ Hall, sitting room, dining room, kitchen 

■ Conservatory, utility, boot room, cloakroom 

- 3 doubl e bed rooms (2 ens uitej, bat hroorn 

- Ga rage, gardens. in all a bout 0.56 acre 


Guide price - £585,000 


EPCiF 



Period cottage bursting with character 


' Sitting room, kitchen/breakfast room 

- Dining roon\ utility room/study, cloakroom 
■ T wo f i rst floor bed rooms en-suite 

- Private enclosed garden, overlooking village green 



Guide price - £385,000 


Successfully 
selling 
homes like 
yours 

To make your 
move in 2019 
give us a call now 


SOLD IN 2018 



North Newington, Oxfordshire 


Attractive village home with building plot 

■ 2 reception rooms, 3 be d rooms 

* Kitchen, conservatory, snug, study 

■ Attractive m ature gardens 

- Planning for 3 bedroom house & new garage 


Guide price - £639,000 EPC: F 



SOLD IN 2018 




Swerford, Oxfordshire 


Attractive period cottage for updating 


£ 


Hall, kitchen/breakfast room, sitting rooom 
2 bedrooms, bathroom, attic storage 
Private setting with attractive views 
Garden, in all about 0.27 acre 

Guide price - £350,000 EPC: F 



Middleton Cheney, Ch a com be Road 


Fabulous new build four bedroom village house 


■ Sitting room, study, utility 

- Kitchen/breakfast room, cloakroom 

■ 4 bedrooms (one en-suite) 

- Integral garage, enclosed rear garden 



Guide price - £485,000 



Sibford Gower, Oxfordshire 


A detached family home In a desirable location 


£ 


Kitchen/breakfast room, dining room 
Sitting room, conservatory, 4 bedrooms 
Garage with office above, gardens 
In. all about 0.28 acre 

Guide price - £710,000 


Banbury 01295 271555 
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HelEidon, Northamptonshire 


Stylish detached period cottage with super 
garden room 

■ Kitchen/breakfast room, dining room 

- Sitting room, utility room, garden room 

- 3 bedrooms., family bathroom 

■ Garage, parking, garden 

- EPC rating E 

£ 

Guide price - £495,000 




Wigginton, Oxfordshire 


Rare opportunity to create 
rural retreat 



■ Stone barn - proposed accommodation 

■ Kitchen, living room, bedroom, bathroom 

■ Lake, woodland, pasture 
- Delightful rural location 

■ In a II about 1B.17 acres 

Guide price - £395,000 



Banbury 01295 271555 


Matthew Allen 


T oby Harris Jackie Sweet land 


Robert Russel! 


Alison Wen ha rn 













































HOMES AND INTERIORS 


Abbeu Lodae 


FARTHINGHOE, SOUTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


Elegant grandeur 
sympathetically modernised 


Entrance hall | Drawing room | Dining room 
Sitting room | Mezzanine study | Kitchen/ 
breakfast/family room | Home office/ 
cinema/gym 1 Utility room | 2 cloakrooms 
Pantry 6 bedrooms | 4 bath/shower rooms 
(3 en suite} | Off-road parking l Landscaped 
gardens j Courtyard gardens 

Outbuilding providing covered entertaining 
space, workshop and storage 

In all about 0,9 acres 

Brackley 4 miles, Banbury 6 miles (London 
Marylebone in 57 minutes), M40 (J10) Ardley 
10 miles, Bicester 14 miles, Oxford 27 miles 

Please enquire to: Savills, Banbury 

36 South Bar, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 9AE 

Call 01295 228 000 or email banbury@savills.com 
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Savills Banbury 

01295 223 000 


Local 

market update 


<§)rsTheMarket tom 



Alkerton 

Oxfordshire 


Pretty detached 
cottage requiring 
modernisation, EPC 
Exempt 


Freehold 

Guide £250,000 



Hornton 

Oxfordshire 


Period property 
situated in an enviable 
position in a delightful 
village, EPC Rating=E 


Freehold 

Guide £525,000 



Northend 

Warwickshire 



Newly constructed 
detached stone home 
with countryside views, 
EPC Rating=B 


Freehold 

Guide £850,000* 


Little Tew 
Oxfordshire 



Charming Grade i! listed 
detached cottage 
situated in highly 
sought after Cotswold 
village, EPC Exempt 


Freehold 


Sold 


^ Guide £895,000 



Kenilworth 

Warwickshire 


Generous period 
property with mature 
gardens, EPC Exempt 


Freehold 

Guide £1.25 million 



Wigginton Heath 
Oxfordshire 


Weil presented home 
with generous grounds 
and countryside views, 
EPC Ratmg=D 


Freehold 

Guide £1.75 million 


Talk to us today 



Nicholas Rudge 

Head of Residential 
01295 228000 
n ru d g e @s a v i 11 s.co m 



Louise Nicholson 

Cotswold Lettings 
01285 627552 

louise.nicholson@savills.com 


Savills.CO.uk | Follow us on (O) 


savills 


'Price Jt time of going to print. 


what can we do for you? 


































HOMES AND INTERIORS 




above: set of two 
vintage, swirling iron 
wa!/ candle sconces 
by Meshefa, £12.98 
at Amazon 

above right: H&rdwick 
sheepskin rug fn Jfghf 
grey, £84 from The Wooi 
Company 

befow; purple (able 
lamp, £30, and Rtva 
Paot&ttt Chiitem throw In 
plum, £35, both 
from Leekes 

opposite page, mefaf 
floating wall mounted 
shelf by Gofofop, £29.99 
a I Amazon: blue-gold 
posier fn various sizes, 
from £15.95 at Desenio r 
Rodeo armchair, 
£279.99, from Way fair; 
i_ava of Colours three 
stretched canvas prints, 
£348.33 per canvas, 
from Zazzle 


Modern minimalist furniture: Whether you 
live In a newly built home or older property 
the key to obtaining the Scandinavian look 
Is modern and minimalist furniture, Tulip 
tables and swan chairs can be warmed up 
by blonde wood accents and rich cognac 
leather tones. Sculptural branches also help 
make the space feel more organic and will 
help to bring the outside in. 

Colourful art: Although seldom found in 
Scandinavian interiors, colourful art (when 
it is used), is often in graphic multiples. For 
example you could choose to use a series of 
three botanical prints in your living or dining 
space, These will not only be very organic but 
also add an equally striking focal point for 
your minimalist space, 

Candies: Candies are the staple of the Danish 
'hygge' approach and often come in simple 
brass candleholders. Candles offer a warming 
accent to any room, particularly in the 
colder, winter months. 

Hygge; Briefly mentioned before the Danes tiy 
to incorporate the 'hygge r philosophy in all 
aspects of their d£cor. The key to embracing 
this approach is to make sure that all of your 
spaces are as cosy and comfortable as 
possible. In a small bedroom for example, 
you could try pulling the bed under the 


I n this the third instalment of Armchair 
Traveller we will be visiting Scandinavia; a 
region in Northern Europe that has strong 
historical, cultural, and linguistic ties. Most 
Scandinavian interior design makes use of 
a blend of textures, contrasts, and soft hues 
In order to make sleek, modern furniture feel 
warm and inviting. 

By embracing the ‘hygge J philosophy 
('hygge r is the creating of a warm 
atmosphere and the enjoyment of the good 
things in life with good people), Danes 
have understood how to showcase the best 
of Scandinavian modem design while still 
layering a space in order to make it feel 
cosy, 

Scandinavian interior design is known for its 
minimalist colour palettes, cosy accents, and 
striking modern furniture. Designs often play 
with natural light which is a hot commodity in 
Nordic countries. 

Embracing the Nordic look in our own Four 
Shires homes may not be as difficult as you 
first think. 

High contrasts: High contrast is the hallmark 
of Scandinavian interior design. If you have 
an all white space for example then the 
addition of stark black sculptural furniture wiil 
help create a dramatic, impactful statement. 
Modern furniture also contrasts very well 
with the ornate architectural details in older 
properties. 
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HOMES AND INTERIORS 



window and then add curtains to separate 
the sleeping space which will further add 
to the cosiness. A fluffy rug on the floor will 
complete the look. 

Welcoming touches Scandinavian design is 

known for its minimalist flail that still always 
manages to feel cosy. For Instance, you can 
easily warm up a room of clean lined furniture 
and muted grey tones (which could easily 
feel cold and uninviting) by adding striking 
photography and a strong mix of textures. 
Think thick sheepskin rugs and throws and a 
kilim rug. Instantly your room will feel worm 
and welcoming. 

Fireplaces: Scandinavian homes are known 

to have fireplaces In the corner of a room, 
not centred on a wail as is more popular 
in the United Kingdom. This can actually 
make for a wonderfully inviting room, 
seating arrangements are often designed 
accordingly. Smaller accent chairs float 
closer to the fireplace while sofas generally 
anchor the middle of the room, leaving 
walking space behind it. 

Warm wood lones: Sepia hues are popular 
in Scandinavian interior design, as they are 
a way to moke a room feel sunny and bright 
without using any bright colours. Off-whltes 
in any room can work well with sepias and 
wood tones in order to create a welcoming, 
muled space. 


Layered bedding: to create a welcoming a 
cosy bedroom in o Nordic way try a m 
blend of linen sheets, wool blankets, m 
and a small collection of accent 
pillows in muted tone on tone hues. m^ m 

iconic lighting: Very common in 
Scandinavian, bedrooms often use 
the ceiling fixture and bedside lamp 1 
to make a modern statement in a * 
more minimalist design paiette. % 

Colour bursts: When colour is used, w 

it's often in small bursts of bright hues \ 
in an almost gallery style. Try bringing 
a neutral base to life with rugs and throws 
in blue and purple hues or additional add 
statement artwork of several bright tones to 
one of your walls. 

Although Scandinavian interiors veer more 
on the modern side they also often feature 
a mix of periods and styles to make a space 
feel layered and cosy. So if you are trying 
to gain an interior that mirrors one of those 
from Nordic countries there will be o perfect 
addition for your property no matter what 
period of interior style you favour. 



















Specialist Home Insurance 



Your home is probably your biggest investment - and most valuable asset. 
You want to be sure that your home insurance protects what matters most. 


FOCUS is one of the largest - and most respected 
- firms of Independent Insurance Consultants in 
Oxfordshire and the surrounding region. 

Every home is different, and every person's possessions 
are unique. Many people have little understanding of 
how valuable their household contents are. Take into 
consideration both purchases and gifts of expensive 
jewellery, watches, antiques or pieces of art - and the 
changes in value over the years - and it becomes very 
easy to be under-insured. 

How we can help 

FOCUS specialise in high value home insurance and 
the additional concerns and risks that can arise. Our 
dedicated team of specialists can provide tailor-made 
home buildings and contents insurance cover to include: 


• "All Risks” Worldwide cover, including theft, 
accidental loss and damage. 

• Specified cover for Individual items, guaranteeing you 
a speedy settlement without quibble following damage 
or a loss. 

• Cash or replacement option, allowing you to replace 
an item with something similar from your own supplier 
or keep the full cash settlement, 

• Cover for second/holiday homes - both in the UK and 
abroad. 

• High single article limits, 

• Travel Insurance - designed around your specific 
needs. 

□nee we understand your requirements, we will make 
our recommendations and offer advice to ensure you 
have the cover you need and deserve. 


For more information contact: Roz Wright, Private Client Director 
T: 01865 953 122 E: roz.wright@focusorm.co.uk www.focusorm co.uk 

We pride ourselves an service, first and foremast: understanding our clients’ needs and helping our clients get the best cover to complement their lifestyle. 
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Many of us will hope for a 
white Christmas, even if the 
logistics of snow become 
all too apparent very 
quickly! A sprinkle of snow 
at Christmas, however, 
does tend to make the 
whole occasion feel a 
little more festive. Happy 
faces, building snow men, 
sledging and snow ball 
fights conjure up happy 
memories for most. 

In all likelihood however, 
we will have to rely on 
our home decoration this 
season to bring us a white Christmas, Using a 
white decorating scheme won't only give you a 
touch of festive cheer but also keep your rooms 
feeling open and airy. 

r: r Green may be the 

traditional colour for a tree but there is 
something quite simplistic and 
sophisticated about a white 
spruce settled in your front 
room. If you don't want to 
I step away from tradition 
altogether then why 
not choose a green 
tree that has been 
sprinkle in 'snow'? 

Window decorations: 

Nothing will better catch 
the light and brighten 
up a room than some 
gorgeous white reflective 
decorations hung near 
a window. If you make 
sure that you place them 
near a window that gets 
plenty of winter sun they 
will help bring extra light 
into your room as well. 

Cosy textile Who doesn't love 
to snuggle up on the sofa and 
watch a Christmas film at this 
lime of the year? Try adding a 
crisp white or silvery grey throw 
or some snuggly fluffy white 
cushions to make the experience 
a little more cosy. 

r fix in a little lighi . If an all 

white colour scheme isn't for you 
then the addition of some twigs 


— ' 
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gathered from a winter walk will blend well with a 
light colour palette but also add more of a focal 
point and rustic charm. 

As with any decorating scheme it 
can be easy to go over the top, particularly when 
it comes to festive decor. But the old adage often 
rings true that less is more. With this in mind try 
picking a few brilliant white accent pieces to add 
to your displays this year. They will 'pop' when 
placed next to more traditional elements. 

Whether you are looking for a 'white out' or a 
sprinkle of snow in your home this season there 
are so many beautiful decorations available 
locally that won't only offer an air of sophistication 
but also a talking point come Christmas morning. 
You will be spoilt for choice. 

from top: whffe and silver cushion, El4.99 (Homesense): 
grey and white checked cushion, £75 (Wtfko); Christmas 
tree decorated with white and ice blue, white wreath 
window hangings (House and Home): faux fur throws 
(Natural Bedd/ng Company); pre-lii hanging star , £25 
(White Company) 


Oxfordshire's 
First and Only 
WoolSafe 

Rug Care Specialists 


www.sophiaspecialists.co.uk 

01869 347 450 078855 123 72 
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dancers 


How does it feel taking on 
such iconic roles? 

Michael: Once you get 
over the fact that it is quite 
a daunting rote to take on 
because it's so well-known 
it is just really exciting. 
Everyone is so familiar with 
the show and they are so 
familiar with the characters 
that you're just excited to 
do It justice, you r re ready to 
put in the work and bring if 
to life. 

Simone: I agree. It is so 
exciting. Being able to piay 
such an iconic roie in a show 
that brings the movie to 
life on stage is an amazing 
privilege. 

Kira: it is really exciting but, 
of course, there's also a 
lot of pressure to do the 
characters justice because 
they are so well-known and 
so Iconic. 

What is your approach in 
terms of bringing a fresh 
take to the characters? 

Kira: I don't want to stray 
too far from what Jennifer 
Grey did in the film because 
t personally feei the choices 
she makes are things i'd do 
as well. Although I'm being 
a bit bolder with the choices 


T he stage version of 
Dirty Dancing, one 
of the most iconic 
film musicals ever, 
is at the New Theatre 
Oxford from December 
4th to 8th - on tour once 
again following two 
blockbuster West End 
runs, three previous hit 
UK tours, and multiple 
international productions. 

Simon Button talked with 
the actors in the three 
leading roles, Kira Malou, 
who plays Frances 'Baby J 
Houseman: Michael 
O'Reilly, who plays 
Johnny Castle; and 
Simone Covele, who 
plays Penny Johnson, in 
the following 'question 
and answer' session for 
Four Shire s readers. 
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so when she's being sexy, 

I want people to be able 
to see that "Baby" can be 
really sexy, fiery and smart 
- to really show the depths 
to her 

Michael: lt r s about How 
would t behave if I was 
in the same situations?' 

That frees you up to bring 
something of yourself to 
the role, to put elements of 
yourself into the portrayal, 

Simone: It’s about thinking 
l Whot would 1 do in this 
situation?' whilst thinking 
about Penny and the era in 
which the story is set, namely 
1963. It's such a different 
time to now and whot she 
goes through is quite heavy 
so to think 'How would I feel 
if 1 was in that time and that 
situation?' is a great help 
because in real life I have a 
very different personality to 
her. 

In what ways can you 
relate to your characters? 
And In what ways are they 
completely different? 

Simone: The big red flag 
for me is what Penny goes 
through. She's In quite a 
sticky situation and has to 
make some big decisions. I 
feel she's quite isolated and 
that's a struggle for me to 
understand because I've 
never really been isolated 
myself or had to make 
massive decisions that 
would have such a major 
effect an my life. But I love 
the fieriness of her, although 


it's hard being mean to Kira 
on stage when we get on 
so well,! can relate to her 
possion for dance, 

Kira: I'm not proud to say it 
but I'm not like Baby in terms 
of education. She knows a 
lot about politics and what 
goes on in the world but 1 
feel t'm not in touch with 
that side of myself as much. 
But I do feel quite similar 
to her in that t remember 
when I was 17 and fhe first 
time I fell in love and doing 
so much to be close to that 
person - things I'd never 
think to do on a regular basis 
just to be with someone. I 
also relate to the closeness 
she feels with her family. 

Michael: Obviously Johnny 
in the show is a dancer and 
I trained in dance myself 
so that's kind of the hook I 
latch onto. We come from 
a similar background, with 
the training everyone has to 
go through, but fortunately 
1 haven't gone through the 
serious, crippling financial 
situation Johnny has been 
through or the unexplained 
relationship with his dad and 
fhe fact his mum is never 
mentioned. That's a whole 
grey area that we don't 
even know about and it's a 
part of the character that I 
have to work to understand. 

How is the classic story re¬ 
created on stage? 

Kira: The script is the same 
as the film scene-by-scene, 
with a few extra little 


surprises in there, and I feet 
it's done really well. The set 
is a smaller replica of the 
actual Kellerman's resort 
and in fact there are three 
big trucks they use for the 
staff quarters, the inside and 
outside of the hotel and the 
resort cabins. The music, of 
course, is so iconic and it’s 
done so well with the live 
band being on stage. They 
are fantastic musicians. 

Michael: The team do such 
a good job of bringing fhe 
story to the stage so it r s like 
re-IMng the film live. You’ve 
got all the dances, oil the 
music, the band’s on stage 
kicking butt - it’s such a fun 
show. 

Can you recall when you 

first sow the film and the 

impact it had on you? 

Kira: l vividly remember 
watching it on videotape 
because my mum had it 
and I remember watching 
the dance scenes in the 
staff quarters and I was tike 
’Oh my Godl‘ So I knew 
exactly how Baby feels 
when she goes to the resort. 
Jt was mesmerising, 

Michael: I remember my 
mum watching it when I was 
really young and being like 
‘that’s not my type of film’ 
as I went off to play sports 
or whatever. Then I revisited 
it when I got into the dance 
industry more and I was like 
'actually, It's a really cool 
film’. The more time I spent 
in rehearsals looking through 
the script, which is the same 
as the film, we talked a 
lot about it being about 
bravery and becoming 
the person you wan! to be, 
regardless of your situation 
and people telling you you 
can't. That's very inspiring 
and I think that’s why it has 
done so well. 

Simone: When I saw it I was 
like J I just want to be a part 
of this, to just be in there' 
especially with scenes like 
Do You Love Me? where 
they're just having a party 
and i remember watching 


the Mamba sequence and 
thinking ’My goodness, I 
want to do that!' and now J 
actually get to do itl 

And what are the emotional 
challenges of now 
performing what you saw on 
screen? 

Michael: All of our 
characters have a moment 
where we have to go to 
that place emotionally and 
it's always a challenge, 
but os an actor 1 feel like 
those are fhe fun moments 
too because they're the 
moments where you can 
be brave enough to go 
to that place and feel all 
those feelings. You trust the 
audience is there with you 
and your partner Is with you 
on stage emotionally too. 

Simone: 1 think most of us 
have to break down into 
tears at some point in fhe 
show and you don't want 
to make it look fake so you 
have to make it as real as 
possible. When you come 
off stage after a scene like 
that you just have to shake 
it off because you get really 
emotional. It's a rollercoaster 
but it's exciting. 

Kira: You have to take 
yourself to a place that 
maybe you don’t want to 
go to on that day but you 
just have to let yourself go 
there. In the scene where 
Baby is talking to her dad 
there's this big monologue 
and it's quite emotional, 
then you have to come oft 
from that scene and go into 
the next scene with a new 
mindset whereas in real life 
you'd have a few hours to 
sort yourself out. 

If you are late reading this 
edition of your Four Shires 
magazine and worried 
that you may have missed 
the show, fear notl It plays 
at the Swan Theatre, High 
Wycombe on February 4th 
to 9th and the Waterside 
Theatre at Aylesbury on 
March 25th to 30th, • 

www. dirtydancingon tour, com 
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/an Sheriffs , 
with his partner 
and their dog 
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OXFORDSHIRE 


PHOTOGRAPHER WINS 
BRITAIN'S BEST RURAL VIEW 
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PHOTO COMPETITION 

A local budding 
photographer has won 
Britain's best rural view photo 
competition, sponsored by 
Calor Gas in conjunction 
with BBC Counfryfi/e 
Mogazine. Ian Sherriffs from 
Buscot Wick, Oxfordshire 
was crowned a winner for his 
photo 'Sunrise over Coleshill' 
taken in a neighbouring 
village. 

When asked about the 
benefits he has taken from 
living in rural Oxfordshire 
Ian said: "ft's a re/ease from 
being at my computer for 
my day job. to get out and 
about in the countryside and 
reo/ty appreciate the nature 
surrounding me, M 
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pictures trom the pas 


If anyone could give us any information abouf the pictures featured this 
month we would iove to hear from you. You can either write fo us at the 
address in fhe front of the magazine or aHerna finely email; 
ca thy&foursh ire s.co.uk 

This month our 
pictures include 
some fabulous 
photographs, mostly, 
we believe, from the 
60 r s, 


PUBS 

With December often 
being the month of 
merriment our first 
batch show four local 
pubs, The Reinedeer, 
Barley Mo w, Roebuck 
and Lichfield Arms. 

FATHER CHRISTMAS 

Who doesn't 
remember visiting 
Santa Claus, either 
at school or locally? 
These two pictures 
show that this Is a 
tradition that spans 
the generations. One 
seems to show the 
man in red visiting 
a class of school 
children, We are not 
sure which school this 
would have been 
though. 

We are also unsure 
as to why Father 
Christmas was riding 
In a Rolls Royce, 
Maybe it was a 
publicity stunt or 
part of a Christmas 
parade? 

WOODFORD HALSE 
WHIRLWIND 

These three pictures 
(far left), from the 
60s seem to show 
the devastation of 
a whirlwind to the 
Northamptonshire 
village. We do 
particularly like the 
handwritten sign! 
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POSTBOX 


With children posting 
r\lw ,JP - V T their letters to Santa 

jb ^MkflA LYvIl this month we 

t*— h 9Ri | ^ 4*5^. hhhL 

mS couldn't resist printing 
■\jrtjc this picture of an old 
post box on Britannia 
^ Road. 

DONKEYS 

' ElXC Donkeys vvitl be 

copping 
over the four 
Shires this month 
as part of school nativity plays. 
These two pictures show a young lad and an 
older gentlemen at kin with the donkey. We 
wonder If the older gentleman may be Fred 
Abel who was known for his donkeys in the 
four Shires? 

FOUR SHIRES CHARACTERS 

This quartet of pictures {right and below) 
shows a selection of 'characters' from around 
the area. Some we think we may know, others 
we are not too sure of. Perhaps you do! 


ARCHITECTURE 
IN BANBURY 


The two m l j - 

plctures r ^ 

aboveshow SnyBAj 

buildings that 
are still in use today. 

The first of course, is where our 
Four Shires office is based in 
Marlborough Road. The other 
shows the old Patace theatre, 
which is now the HSBC bank in 
the Market Place. 


BANBURY FIREMEN 

We absolutely love this picture 
of Banbury fireman of yesteryear 
a wonderful snapshot of the 
times. 



































BUSINESS 


Squires 

Master Colour Experts 
and Hair Stylists 



Appointments 
01295 810192 







L ast month, Squires In 
Adcferbury celebrated 
its 30 year anniversary. 
This successful hair salon 
has been at the same 
premises all its life, with 
award winning stylist and 
master colour expert 
Doug Ggilvie at its helm. 
The salon has gone from 
strength to strength and 
now boasts eleven staff - 
making it a very busy place 
when they are all in, which 
is how Doug likes it, 

B lrs nof enough just being 
a good hairdresser 
he says, "You ait have 
to work at building up 
your clientele r keep 
abreast of current fashion 
trends, building rapport 
runn/ng a salon and, most 
/mporfanf/y, training and 
supporting your staff ." He 
continues: "The sa/on is 
successful, yes, but that's 
not because of me a/one. 
/f's down fo the peop/e IVe 
worked w/fh and the cfienfs 
who have helped me get 
here." 

On meeting Doug you 
would never have him 


pegged as a hairdresser - 
and it's certainly not where 
he was expected to end 
up. With a father bedded 
Into the building trade, 
Doug was expected to 
follow in those footsteps. 
Happily it was not to be. 
Born in Hong Kong and 
brought up from the age 
of nine In Abingdon, Doug 
always felt he was artistic 
and good with people, so 
going with a friend to an 
interview as an apprentice 
with the Richard's Hair 
Group didn't seem out 
of place to him. He got 
the job and started work 
in 1973 when there was a 
three day working week 
In force. Doug worked six 
- three at the Abingdon 
salon and the other three In 
Oxford. It paid off and this 
saw the start of his career, 

it wasn't long before 
the hair shows sparked 
Doug's imagination and 
on seeing Derrick Roe, a 
world champion hairdresser 
at the time, show at the 
Randolph Hotel, Doug 
was so- inspired by the glitz 
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and glamour surrounding 
the event that he hung 
around at the stage door 
until the man himself came 
out - and asked for a job. 
After that, every Monday 
(his day off) he hitched to 
London's Knightsbridge 
and worked for nothing. 

After this, success came 
hard and fast and Doug 
started to make a name 
for himself in the industry, 
working within Harvey 
Nichols, then becoming 
part of the Glenby UK 
training team and, later, 
specialist colourist and 
teaching technician for 
L'Oreal, all involving a lot 
of UK travei. 

In 1988 Squires was born 
and the rest Is history - or 
rather, it isn't. Never one 
to wish to remain static, 


Doug managed to take 
on plenty of other roles 
alongside building his 
salon. For instance r he was 
headhunted and spent 
ten years running the 
Government Youth Training 
division and continued 
to take part in shows all 
over the UK. He became a 
finalist fn the Great Britain 
Hairdresser of the Year 
and was a guest hair artist 
at the Royal Albert Halt 
alongside Trevor Sorbie. 

He styled hair for the Welsh 
National Opera and has 
had many celebrity clients 
- famously turning down 
David Bowie whilst doing a 
client's hair in her home... 
She asked if he 'would cut 
her friend David's hair', but 
Doug said he didn't have 
time. Bowie was waiting 
hopefully in the next room! 


3 I asked Doug what 
we might find him 
doing outside of work. 
He is a keen golfer, 
so every chance he 
has he can be found 
on the golf course. Aside 
from that he spends his 
time enjoying the company 
of good friends and his 
'wonderful' wife, Kay, 
whom he met in 1975 at 
a local disco in Abingdon 
when the Miss Abingdon 
event was taking place. 

Disco was a big thing in the 
70s and dance was one of 
the things that attracted 
them to each other. Both 
had a passion for Northern 
Soul and they travelled 
all over the UK to attend 
dance events. 

Kay became his 
hairdressing model - they 
won a national hairdressing 
competition with several 
thousand competing - 
ond r with her financial 
background, she is has 
always been very much the 


backbone of the business, 
making sure everything runs 
smoothly. 

So what of the future? Well, 
retirement horrifies him,. - 
"that is not happening's he 
states ■ he loves being at 
work and hopes to spend 
the next ten years doing less 
business management and 
more 'playing hairdresser 
and developing his great 
hair team, as well as writing 
a book. 

"Hairdressing is tike living 
in a fantasy world*, Doug 
says, "ft's much belter than 
reality. The world can be a 
nasty place \ • 

To find out more about 
Squires go to: 
www.squir eshair. uk 

opposite page; Doug with staff 
members outside the salon on 
the salon's birthday 

this page: Doug and some of 
his staff inside Squires: Doug 
performing at a hair show 
event: at another event, Kay 
(right in picture} as one of the 
modets 
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BUNKERS TO BUILDINGS 


A former golf course could 
become a housing estate 
after plans were submitted 
recently to build 320 homes 
on the former Drayton 
Leisure Golf Club, 

The Warwick Road club 
closed Its doors in 2014 as 
it was no longer financially 


FURTHER GROWTH AT 
WHITLEY STIMPSGN 

Whitley Stimpson has 
recruited an additional 16 
members of staff across 
its four offices In Banbury, 
Bicester, High Wycombe 
and Witney, They include 
seven trainee accountants, 
who will earn as they learn, 
acquiring professional 
qualifications in a real-time 


viable and the lease 
returned to landowner 
Trinity College, Oxford. 

The land has been included 
in Cherweil District Council's 
local plan as being suitable 
for a potential housing 
development. 

The application, which has 
been submitted by the 
college, is for 320 homes, 
including affordable 
housing, and with a local 
centre, public open 
space, playing fields and 
allotments. 



work situation and brings 
the companys expansion 
from 61 employees four 
years ago, to 101 this year, 


Specialist legal 
services for you and 
your business p 



t enquiries@se-law.OD.uk 
T 01295 204000 

www.se-law.co.uk 


spratt endicott 

1 SOLICITORS 


BANBURY BRACKLEY BICESTER BUCKINGHAM 
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THE 2019 CHERWELL 
BUSINESS AWARDS 

The deadline for the 2019 
Cherweil Business Awards 
is fast approaching, as 
businesses are encouraged 
to enter ahead of the 
February deadline. 

The awards serve 
to showcase and 
celebrate individuals and 
organisations working 
within the Cherweil District. 

The organisers hope to 
attract even more entries 
than in previous years with 
a newly developed website 
which has full details of 
the award categories, 
important dates and how 
to enter. With over 6,500 
eligible businesses based in 
the Cherweil District there 
is scope for 2019 to be a 
bumper year. 

The deadline for entries 
will be published on the 
website, with the winner to 
be announced at a gala 
dinner In May. 

Edd frost, Managing 
Director of Edd Frost & 
Daughters Family Funeral 
Directors, the winner of 
the 2018 Cherweil Business 
Award for 'Best Overall 
Business' said of the 
awards: 

"Winning fhe 'Best Overall 
Bus/ness Award ' at The 
Cherweff Business Awards 
has enabled myself and my 
colleagues to believe that 
the service we are so proud 
to provide was worthy 
enough to have been 
acknowledged in such a 
high profile monner. ” 

Find out more about the 
award categories by 
visiting the website at: 

www, cherweil business 
awards.co uk 


helping 
hands 
when 
limes 
are hard 


This month we talked to 
William Adams, Director 
at the Banbury and District 
Samaritans 

When did fhe organisaf/on 
start and when did you join 

n? 

Nationally, the Samaritans 
was started by Chad Varah 
on 2nd November 1953 
at the Crypt of St Stephen 
Walbrook, Diocese of 
London. The Banbury and 
District Samaritans began 
about 44 years ago and I 
joined In February 2013, 

Where is it based - has if 
always been based here? 

Banbury and District 
Samaritans is based at 33 
Albert Street, Banbury OX16 
5DG and our central office 
is at The Upper Mill, Kington 
Street, Ewell, Surrey KT17 
2AF 

What are the particular 
challenges facing the 
organisation at this time? 

We need to recruit and 
train an estimated 6500 
volunteers to meet the 
huge Increase in demand 
for our services. And, of 
course, there is always the 
necessity to raise sufficient 
funds ta maintain our 
service. 


IT’S AT 
TO TALK 
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Have you made many 
m/sfafces as your ro/e 
has evo/ved within fhe 
organ/safron? 

For sure. The demands on 
a director are wide and 
considerable. However, 
i have a splendid team 
of deputy directors and 
the branch is made up 
of highly committed 
volunteers. 

How many peopfe does the 
organ/safron employ and 
how many vo/unteers do 
you have? 

in terms of listening and 
support volunteers, we 
have a total of 71. One 
post only at the centre is a 
paid position - the cleaner. 

6. Do you have a particular 
fondness for working with 
Four Shires magazine? 

All branches have a 
defined region and our title 
Is the Banbury and District 
Branch which encompasses 
North Oxfordshire, South 
Northamptonshire, North 
Buckinghamshire, as well as 
parts of South Warwickshire. 
The Four Shires therefore is 
a magazine that embraces 
the very area that defines 
us. This enables us to 
Identify with our region as 
well as our town. Other 
branches do not have 
a spread over so many 
counties and therefore the 
ability to communicate 


and foster a 
relationship is 
easier through just 
one or perhaps 
two journals. 

The Four Shires 
presents us with 
a quality and 
highly regarded 
medium, thereby 
enabling us, fn no 
small measure, to 
overcome just that 
handicap. 

I believe that 
Samaritans is also 
a well respected 
brand. We would 
hope therefore 
that given our mission 
and the nature of the 
readership of the Four 
Shires, there may well be 
other people who would 
wish to be part of our 
organisation. 

The Samaritans aim to 
provide emotional support 
to anyone experiencing 
feelings of distress or 
despair, including those 
which could lead to 
suicide, the Four Shires 
helps us to reach members 
of its readership who may 
well feel they would 
want be part of our mission. 

Did you always want fo 
work within your chosen 
profession? If oof whaf 
woufd you do? 

Prior to becoming a 
Samaritan and being 
appointed as director, \ 
was a head teacher of a 
successful co-educational 
comprehensive of 1600 
students and, foliowing 
that, the rector of five rural 
parishes comprising seven 
churches. So the answer 
to your question is yes. I 
consider myself to have 
been very fortunate 
indeed. 

Cou/d you describe a 
typical working day? 

My days are amazingly 
variable and often quite 
pressurised, but In the end 
always hugely rewarding. 


How do you spend your 
spare time - what are your 
hobbies? 

I love spending time 
with my wonderful and 
adorable grandchildren, 
spending short breaks 
away with my wife and 
enjoying my ballroom 
dancing lessons. 

If you could have played 
sport for your country wftaf 
would it be? 

Some form of athletics. 

Whaf book are you reading 
at fhe moment and what is 
your favourite? 

My choice Is quite eclectic. 
I am presently reading a 
murder mystery by Peter 
May but recently I have 
been dipping back into 
a biography I read years 
ago by Bernard 
Donoughue. 

Favourife Fi/m... and music 
lama huge fan of Barbra 


Streisand and Cleo Lalne. 
However, the beautiful 
voices of counter tenor, lan 
Bostridge, and Scottish folk 
singer, Mairi Maclnnes, take 
some beating! 

My visits to the cinema are 
a bit sporadic. The Darkest 
Hour , which was the 
most recent film I have 
seen, was brilliant! 

Marm/fe - yes or no? 

Easy. Marmite Is a big yes! 

Car or motorcycle? 

lama keen motorcyclist, 

1/1/hat are your hopes for the 
future for the organisation? 

That we get closer to more 
men in their despair. Three 
times more men than 
women take their own lives. 

And that we recruit and 
train more volunteers so 
that we are better placed 
to meet the ever growing 
demand for our services. 



could rou 

HELP ME 
TALK IT 
THROUGH? 

A lot of people need us. 

That's why our volunteers are 
always around to give anyone 
who is struggling to cope the 
space and time to talk. 



Find out about joining Samaritans 

Learn new skills, meet new people. Be there. 


^ 03705 627232' 

Bl banbury@samarftans.org 
@ samarftans.org/banbury 


S/IMflRFT/IWg 

anD °^ Rl€T 


'RIeise ler our website fix latnl dfl 
claries. A rE filtered charily. 
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OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

The Ashmolean Museum has recently 
announced that It will open to the 
public seven days a week from 1st 
February 2019. The museum will no 
longer be closed to the public on 
Mondays, bringing the Ashmoleans 
opening hours into line with other 
national museums and allowing 
more visitors to access the world- 
renowned collections and temporary 
exhibitions. From 1st February 2019 
people will also be welcomed 
through a renovated main entrance, 
which will include a new revolving 
door and improved accessible doors. 


THE WORLD S LEADING 
AUTOMOTIVE DESTINATION 

The next stage in the vision for 
Bicester Heritage to become 
the world's leading automotive 
destination will be the addition of 
a 344 room hotel to the successful 
Centre of Excellence. 

This Is a huge step forward in a 
strategic vision for motoring past, 
present and future and is also a vital 
step in ensuring a sustainable future 
for the UK's best preserved WW2 RAF 
Bomber Station. 

There will be a four storey atrium, 
restaurant and bar, courtyard, gym, 
swimming pool and spa, which 
means that the hotel will encourage 
a wide range of visitors to Oxfordshire 
and create around ISO full time jobs. 




SEE ARTIZE IN ACTION AT NEW 
WORKING SHOWROOM 

A new showroom, featuring many 
working displays from the luxurious, 
hand crafted Arfize bathroom range, 
has opened in Banbury. 

My Bathrooms, in White Lion 
Walk, offers visitors an immersive 
experience with Artize, a brand 
created by the Jaquar Group to 
cater for customers who want high 
quality, exquisite bathing spaces. 

Around three quarters of the space 
in the new showroom is dedicated 
to Artize , with the remaining items 
from selected quality ranges that will 
complement this range. 



SWANN 

FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


01295 275269 

w w w. s'wan nfi nan c i a 1. c o. uk 


Swann linaneial ConHuhaiwrv represents onJv Si. James's Place Wealth Management pic (tv Lrich is authorised anil regulated by the ITmajicLal Conduct Authorin'* Jar the purpose ni 

advising; solely era the Croups wealth management products and services, more details oJ Which are set out on the Group's website w1vw.sjp.0o.uk/prachjct5. til 9 A-4JS/ 1 & 


For advice on investment & pension planning, 
talk to Swann Financial Consultancy 
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WHEN IS A BENEFIT NOT A 
TAXABLE BENEFIT? 

WHEN IT’S TRIVIAL. 




Ellacotts 


The majority of employees 
would love to receive a tax 
free gift from their employer. 
However, employers should 
be aware of whether or not 
they need to pay tax on the 

gift. 

Trivial benefit rules came In 
to force from 6th April 2016. 
They confirm that a Benefit 
in Kind (BiK) received by 
an employee from their 
employer will not be subject 
to tax without the need to 
agree this with HM Revenue 
and Customs (HMRC) if: 

• The benefit Is not cash or 

a cash voucher 

• The benefit is not 
a contractual right 
(including salary sacrifice 

arrangements) 

• The benefit Is not 
provided in recognition 
of particular services 
performed by the employee 
as part of their role 

• The cost of providing the 
benefit doesn’t exceed £50 
(including VAT) 

There is no limit on the 
number of trivial benefits 
that an employer can 
provide, as long as it 
doesn't exceed £50 each 
lime. 

However, If the company is 
a close company, an officer 
of the close company (or 
a member of their 
family or household) 
the cost of providing 
the trivial benefit is 
increased to £300 in 
a tax year. 

If the BiK 
Is not 
subject to 


%\ 


9 ^ 





Income Tax, there will also 
be no Class 1A National 
Insurance Contribution 
(NIC), as NIC only arises 
if there is an Income Tax 
charge. 

If the conditions of the 
trivial benefits exemption 
are not met when the BiK is 
provided to the employee, 
the full value of the BiK will 
be subject to the normal 
rules. 

For example, an employer 
awards a £60 John Lewis 
voucher to their employee 
on the occasion of their 
marriage. The entire award 
would be subject to Income 
Tax and NIC as the total 
cost exceeds the £50 limit. 

It is important for employers 
to understand that It is not 
just the excess over the £50. 

STAFF PARTIES 

In addition to trivial benefit 

rules there are totally 
separate rules for social 
functions. An employer 
can claim an exemption 
from a BiK under the social 
functions and parties 
exemption section 264 
ITEPA, where the costs are 
£150 or less which are open 
to all employees (including 
guests). 

Employers may therefore 
want to consider combining 
the two where they hold a 
number of social functions 
and they exceed the £150 
per employee. 

For example, an employer 
holds two functions per 
year for its 
employees - a 
Christmas party 
and a 
summer 
party. The 
Christmas 
party 


costs £45 per head and the 
summer party costs £150 

per head. 

Historically this would’ve 
exceeded the £150 limit 
for the social functions and 
parties exemption. If the 
limit is exceeded the whole 
benefit is subject to tax 
(and potentially NIC). 

Under the new rules, the first 

event could be covered 
by the trivial benefits 
exemption as the amount 
does not exceed the £50 
limit, the second event 
could be covered by the 
social functions and parties 
exemption. 

Employees can save £10 
in tax for basic rate tax 
payers and £20 for higher 

rate tax payers each time 



they make a trivial benefit 
gift to their employees. 
Officers of a close 
company can save up to 
£135 In tax. 

For more information on 
trivial benefits, please 
contact Ann Bibby on 
01295 250401 or email 

abibby@ellacotts.co.uk. 


CC4 


Ellacotts 

Wealth Planning 


www.ellacotts.co.u k 


TAILORED FINANCIAL C 
ADVICE FOR YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY 



Contact us to find out how we can help you 

Plann in g you r fina nces for the futu re can be on e of those t bin gs th at is easy to 
put off. At EltacDtts., we take away the stress and have specialist teams that can 
deli ver tailored fina ncia l pla n ning to suit you and you r fa m i ly indud i n g: 


Investment: 

Pensions 

Retirement options 


Life and critical illness assurance 
Tax advice 

Advice on matters related to a business 


Leaving you time to focus on the more enjoyable things tn life. 


Ema il us today i nfo@e Uacottswealth. co. u k 


Banbury 01295 250401 | Kettering 01536 646000 | London 0203 693 7315 

AuLhbri££d and reguidled ty tht FlAUCiat CundLK.1 Authority Rfcgiiterfcd in Crglind jflid Wilri under 
■lari'-pdiT,- rturttfcir 07flQil8ft 
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The Rural Team in Fisher German's Banbury office is celebrating the 
success of two of it's members; Archie Egar and Graham Hunt, who 
have both passed the RiCS Assessment of Professional Competence 
(APC) this month. 


Becoming RICS Accredited 
(MR3CS) is the culmination of two 
years on the job training within 
the rural team, and maintains the 
Banbury office's 100% success 
rate in these exams. Archie 
and Graham gained surveying 
degrees at Reading and Kingston 
Universities respectively, before 
joining Fisher German to work 
towards RICS membership. 
Working as part of the rural team 
means that they have undertaken 
a wide variety of projects from 
compulsory purchase, through 
to property management 
and valuations to planning 
applications on a vast range of 
property types. 

On passing the ARC Archie 
says: 1 am delighted to have 
passed the APC and I really look 
forward to continuing to work 
as part of the rural team here 
in Banbury. The Fisher German 
training programme is excellent 
the variety of work gives a really 
good grounding and the graduate 
team are really supportive with 
lots of help and encouragement 
on offer". Graham says; “to have 
passed the APC feels like a real 
milestone; there is a huge sense 
of achievement and 3 am looking 
forward to continuing to work 
as part of the rural team. There 
are some great opportunities in 
Banbury and this region and 1 
feel that our office is in a really 
great position to meet our clients' 
needs.” 

Archie and Graham's success 
means that the existing Banbury 
Rural team of Jonathan Perks 



Amy Hubby 


and Amy Huisby now boasts four 
qualified surveyors. Jonathan has 
over ten years post qualification 
experience and is a leading 
expert on Compulsory Purchase, 
in particular representing a large 
number of landowners in the 
region who are affected by the 
HS2 railway. Amy Huts by also 
has ten years post qualification 
experience and specialises 
in valuations and planning 
applications of all types of 
rural property. The team is 
ably assisted by Linda Hinds 
who joined earlier this year as 
administrator. 

The Banbury office is part of 
a group of three offices within 
Fisher German, operating as 
the South Central Region; to the 
south is the Thame office and 
to the east is the Bedford office. 
The region has teams from the 
following sectors of the business; 


rural, commercial, planning 
and development; residential; 
sustainable energy and utilities 
and infrastructure. 

As a company, Fisher German 
now employs over 500 people, 
with sixteen offices across the 
UK. Offering a comprehensive 
range of property services means 


that the company is well placed 
to be able to manage multi- 
disciplined projects for clients, 
working collaboratively across 
sectors. 

If you have any property related 
needs, call the Banbury Office on 

01295 271555 



■ Rural consultancy 

■ Property agency 

■ Planning and development 

■ HS2 and compulsory purchase 

■ Property management 
k Commercial 

■ Ut iliUes a nd in fra structu re 


South Central: 


0 

banbur y@f is hergenn an .on.uk 

0 

be df ord(ffifis hergerman .co. u k 

0 

tha me @fi sherge rma n .co .u k 


fishergerman.co.uk 
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A GUIDE TO SUCCESSION Whitley Stimpson 

PLANNING FOR YOUR FARM CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS 


Agribusiness manager, 

Ian Parker, talks about 
the succession planning 
process: 

With the short days and 
upcoming festive period 
with family, now might be 
the perfect time for you 
to consider what needs 
to be done to ensure the 
continuation of the farm for 
generations to come. 

Farmers face significant 
challenges over the next 
ten years to transition 
through the issues of Brexit 
such as changes to the 
current subsidy regime, 
issues with the availability 
of migrant labour and the 
uncertainty over the trade 
and tariff positions. We 
cannot change what the 
Government decides to 
do, but we can help you 
through the succession 
planning course Our 
summary below is designed 
to help you start the 
process. 

Succession planning 
has long been an issue, 
with many families 
struggling to start the Initial 
conversation, Whilst this 
isn't easy, it is a necessity. 


It's the first step to ensuring 
a robust succession plan 
is in place, placing a real 
emphasis on everyone who 
might be impacted by the 
plans made for the future 
and including them in the 
discussions. 

Before you start these 
conversations, we would 
recommend that you 
consider the following key 
areas: 

• Is the land you farm 
owned or tenanted? If 
tenanted, on what type of 
lease? 

• Who owns the assets of 
the farm? 

• What direction do you 
see the farm taking going 
forwards? 

• How will each family 
member be involved in the 
farm/farming operations In 
the future? 

• Do you plan to diversify 
away from general farming 
activities? 

ft is also important to 
understand the tax 
implications of succession 
planning and ensuring 
that you receive the right 
advice. The two key taxes 


to consider throughout this 
process are Capital Gains 
Tax (CGI) and Inheritance 
Tax (IHT). 

CGT is likely to be Involved 
if you plan to give away 
some of the farming/ 
business assets to the next 
generation whilst you are 
still alive. However, much of 
this CGT can be deferred 
by making appropriate 
claims for Holdover Relief 
so make sure you seek 
advice before doing 
anything, 

IHT shouldn't be a major 
issue so long as the correct 
planning is done at this 
stage. Agricultural and 
Business Property Relief 
ensures that the farm and 
other business assets can 
be passed on to future 
generations without 
significant tax liabilities 
being payable. 

In summary, once you 
have completed your 
succession planning 
exercise you should be 
able to tick the following 
boxes: 

• Your Wltl has been 
updated to tie in with your 
succession plans and every 



i 


family member involved 
also has one: 

• You have planned for 
the practical issues such 
as payment of any tax 
liabilities, your ret i rem e n t 
income and housing 
needs: 

• You have agreed 
with all family members 
concerned the timing of 
the handover so that there 
are no hidden surprises: 

• You have 

communicated your plan 
to all external stakeholders 
of your farming business 
such as the bank, suppliers 
and your customers: 

• Any partnership/ 
shareholder agreements 
are consistent with the 
family's wishes and Wills. 

Contact Ian Parker or 
one of our specialist 
agribusiness team to 
discuss succession 
planning for your farm 

Details of Whitley Stimpson 
specialist sector services 
can be found at 
www.whitleyslimpson.co.uk 

Email: 

ianp@whitleystimpson. 

co.uk 

Banbury Office: 

+44 ( 0 ) 1295 270200 
Bicester Office: 

+44 ( 0 ) 1869 252151 
High Wycombe Office: 

+44 ( 0 ) 1494 448122 
Witney Office: 

+44 ( 0 ) 1993 700010 
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FRIENDS IN FLANDERS 

Slbford School marked 
the 100th anniversary 
of the Armistice by 
welcoming Linda 
Palfreeman, author of the 
book 'Friends In Flanders'. 

Linda spoke about the 
work undertaken by the 
Friends Ambulance Unit 
(FAU) during the First 
World Wan 

"Mosf Quakers were of 
the opinion tfiaf any war 
was direcf/y opposed 
to their belie fs and lo 
fhe '/aw of love', " she 



explained, "However 
many of the younger men 
in particular were anxious 
to carry out work in fhe 
war zones. They wanted 
to share the dangers 
and fhe depr/vaf/ons 
being suffered by their 
countrymen who were 
risking fhe/r fives af fhe 
front and they believed 
that one way fo do this 
was by creating an 
ambu/ance unit/* 

Linda outlined some of 
the work undertaken 
by the FAU, particularly 
in Ypres where the men 
worked tirelessly to try to 
alleviate the suffering of 
the townsfolk and where 
they faced the added 
challenge of a typhoid 
epidemic, 

Anna Jo Mathers, 

Assistant Head r Learning 
and Teaching, at Slbford 
School said: M lt was a 

real pleasure to welcome 
Linda , her talk was 
inspira tional." 



YOUNG POET GOES TO THE PALACE 

A budding poet at Princethorpe CoJIege, Warwickshire 
recently visited Buckingham Palace to attend the final of a 
Remembrance poetry and art competition. 

Hannah Owens, 17, won the Never Such innocence 
competition with her poem Dear Ivy In the competition, 
which has been held every year since 2014 and gives young 
people the chance to commemorate the First World War by 
writing poetry and creating art. 

Because of her earlier success, she was invited to the final 
of this year's competition last month. Hannah described the 
experience as r incredible and uff erly surreal', and said she 
was ' honoured ' to have been invited, 
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SEASON OF WELLBEING 

Wellbeing is taken very 
seriously at King's High, 
Warwick and pupils have 
set up their own Wellbeing 
initiatives. As part of this 
pupil-led programme, 
they appointed their own 
Wellbeing Ambassadors, 
Twenty girls from across 
the year groups received 
training from the Diana 
Award charity, to become 
King's High Cyber Mentors. 
They give talks to girls and 
parents about how to use 
social media sensibly. 


Girls organised a whole 
range of events for this 
year's National Anti-Bullying 
Week. They devised and 
photographed a series of 
daily anti-builying placards. 
These were posted digitally: 
used in form time: uploaded 
on school screens, and 
printed for display around 
school. There was an 
anti-bullying creative 
competition: dance: 
debating: power-point 
presentations, and an anti- 
builying 'wall', constructed 
in the school halt. 



Cheney TVav 




A modem first class reliable service for 


y cm 

^ 5/ 

pyfawwi 


all your coaching needs 

14-70 seat coaches available 



Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4RZ 
www.cheneycoaches.ee, uk travel@cheneycoaches.co uk 
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MAGAZINE 


GET NOTICED in the Four Shires! 

Call Gail on 07842 108590 or Sharon on 07510 274791 







West 


VETERINARY HOSPITAL 


1 3UI LATE NIGHT 

OPENING 

MonThurs until 8PM 

Call our 24 hour line: 01295 262332 

Banbury t North Banbury /Southern/ Woodltml Hah* 


BUCKINGHAM 


Circulation Area Map 
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F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY OX17 1JL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 


mk LOUR SHIRES 

MAGAZINE 


SUBSCRIBE TO FOUR SHIRES 

FOR YOURSELF 
OR A FRIEND 

at www.fourshires.co.uk 
or by post 

12 MONTHS ONLY £36 
6 MONTHS ONLY £20 


MM WYNNSTAY 

MM STORES 

Amber? 

Formerly ■Banbury Farm & Guncrat Supplied Ltd 

Banbury Road IB410QE rw Simon DasseU CV*7 2SB 

Tel: 01295 770707 

* WoacttfwingiSBttlDown 

MlhrtflStiTTDWJ 

■ Harm 8 Pet t-eett • 

Pvstatkiii 

* Hone ftetnNr 

rwotfflT Timber 

* Minerals & Supplements * 

8 ttawtfen gates 

* Hone Warmers * 

CattOijtrtect Roofing Vwrti 

* Rubber Stable \krttipy 

Pirn much, much more. 

Cooti Quality, Good Value, Good Advice 

Delivery Service Ava l jble 

w*sj, wynns t.iv co uk 


R.R A.MM Registered 
Fixer Licensed (0FL) 

a. tradition in stone masonry' 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

|www. banbury memorials, co.uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard, Adderbury, Nr Banbury. 
Oxon. OXI7 3HJ 


Ray Randersonj 
Carpets 


Carpets selected from around the gtobe on display 
at Oxbow Firm, Avon Dassett CV47 2AQ 
01295 690721 













































FOUR SHIRES EVENT 


animal a 


slory and pictures by Cafhy 0/acfc 


i v 



- -••• 




! ' I J 

; j- ■ - __ „ 

'-L. : 

/alfVir*' * " 

51- 


t S*fcT-- J 

}i\ ' ,r -7a 

Its** ■ .C* 


; s«sc 

l ^-y 1 

•. 


■ . % y*-'T 

_ » J - i Vtaflfr 

•r'^TL ' T ’ 

IK- J W ; - 

** - ”V;5 

H;- ■■& 

m 












AH creatures great and small cropped up 
around the Northamptonshire village of 
Woodford Halse last month. 

As part of the annual Friends of the School 
Association scarecrow hunt, villagers had 
the chance to create everything from four 
legged friends to six legged invertebrates to 
display as part of the event. 

Running across a November weekend many 
enjoyed an early winter stroll around the 
village In search of the creations. There 
was also the chance to vote across 
a range of categories including most 
creative, scariest and weirdest. 
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DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



Trusted trader 
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TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE ‘LIVING ROOM' ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


W I 

HomePro 

Insurance 




FENSA 



Registered Company 





Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email info@banwin.co.uk Web www.banwin.co.uk 































































ROLEX 


THE DAY-DATE 40 


The international symbol of performance and success, reinterpreted with 
a modernised design and a new-generation mechanical movement. 

It doesn’t just tel! time. It tells history. 



OYSTER PERPETUAL DAY-DATE 40 



79— SO Hi^h Streets Banbury, Oxfordshire OX 16 5JG 
One Gold Street, Northampton NNl ISA 






















